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Dr. Snook and the Coed

Columbus, OH 1926-1930 -
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The shocking true story
of the Ohio State professor
- an Qlympic champion -
and his coed lover

DIANA BRITT FRANKLIN
AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR of "THE GROD-EFE DOOR”
~ with
NANCY PENNELL




R. SNOOK MAKES
CONFESSION OF

BRUTAL SLAYING

University Professor Breaks |

Down and Admits
His Guilt,

KILLING FOLLOWS
' N ARGUMENT

Gn‘t Objected to His Leav.
ing City for Week-end
With His Family

tlhnlermationag! News SMeeviee )
Columbus, June 21, A univer-

sity professor. Dr. James 1L
snnok, regarded by his friends
as o man above reproach, beat
Miss Theora Hix. co-cd of Lthe
Ohio State University, with a
Iaammer and then stuck a knife
in her throat. aceording to the
confession which the man told
to ‘police in short terse sen-
Llenees, which followed o erying
spell of the wsbally tacilurn
man.

' Dr. Snook, belore he l‘innllyl

broke down and confese~d to the
Ihu'v.lt.ml slaying cried for a period
of 45 minutes.
Prosccutor John J. Chester. who
oblained the ronfession.

The young county proseculor

confession was the “enlire
story.” but at the same lime ex-
Lpressed the belief that it “was
-sufhticnl

I The confession n[ Dr. Snook,
las given lo Internalional News
Serviee by Chester, [ollows:

“Q. Now. doctor, I wanl Lo ask
Fjust one or lwo questions first
and then you can go ahead and
state it in your own language
Just like you did the last time.
Whal is your Iul! name? A.
James Howarg Snook.

! Q. And your age, please, doc-
tot? A. Forly-nine.

Q. And, doctor, where do. you
ilve at the present time? A. 349
! Weést Tenlh Avenue.

Q. New, doctor, you.mhy go
abrad and just tell Lo the stc-
nographer in your own language
the nccurrence which happened
nn Lhe nizht of June I.'H.lt ol this
year.

A. - I met Theora Hix about
three years agn. The friendship

cohlinued in a very inlimale way

according to ]

sald he did not helieve Snook's

il LA LA LAER LN LA ilr-lJ LR

cvtr since, masmurh as 5}1- as
a very gond companion, I have
heen livine “with my wile all
fduring this Lhree-year period
I':m'd Fesard my wile very highly
and respect Her very much as a
wife, bul she lacked some of the
companionship afforded by Miss
Hix. During tgﬂ three  years
Lhat T knew Miss Hix I did assist
her in many ways loward an cd-
uration, but I found oul il wasn’'L
appreciated  as muech  as ]
thonght it should be.  Our as-
soviation was nol a leve affair
in any sense of the word, at
in fimer Miss Hix doveloped a
more cdetermined aptitude in re-
sard o diclaling my movements
and the final culmination of this
ncearred on the 13th of June of
this y2ar whem I mel Miss Hix
al the corner of Twellth and
Hizh streets in Lthe city of Co-
lumbus, Ohio, when we hoth gol
intn my Ford coupe aud pro-
ceeiderd Lo drive to Lane avenue
and then west oulb Lo the Fisher
remel and to the Columbus rifle
range ol the New York Cenlbral
Railrond Company, during which
Lshe remonstrited with mn
agninst leaving Lhe cily with my
family for the week-end s 1
had previously planned o do.
She threalened Lthat if T did gn
thal she would take 1he lile of
my wile and baby. During this
quarrel she grabberd [or Lhe
purse In which she somrlimes
{carried o 4l-calibre Derringer
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ISNOOK’S CRIME

- AFFECT MANY

Fa,ther of Girl Decla.res He

* Must Suffer for Sake of |

Other Daughters. |

(Internatlional News Servier,) -
Columbus. June 21.——~The cruel
land almost inhuman deed of Dr.
James H. Snook, deposed Ohio
State University professor, In
crushing the gkull of Miss The-
nra Hix, co-cd at (M same col=
lege, with blows from a hammer
and Lhen severing the attractive
girl’'s jugular vein witlhr a com-
mon pockel knife, will affect the
lives_ of at Jeast a half dozen
persons.

perso |
,Flrsl. lhc:r- aro ‘the aged par+

ents of the- girl, Mr. and Mrs.

Melvin Hix, of Bradeunlon, Fla.

Mrs. Hix wi}l never forget the
nne sighl of her daughtar lying
dead on a fold marble slab in a
morgue here. Shz saw Lhe man-’
gled bndy of her daughtm&g
once. 4

Theora's father demands Lhe

punishmenl, of Dr. Snnook. In-a
statement last night, he de-

clared, “This man must be pun-
ished fo? the sake of other
cdauechlers.” Mr. Hix i1s gray-

haired, of slight stature and his
shoulders are stopped with Lhe
weight of his sorrow,

Next, there is the life of the
doclor’s wife, Mrs. Snook.
Thouzh her friends are sympa-
thetic and comfort her in her
thour of affliction the woman
will always be pointed out on

- -




SNOOK WANTS 10
PLEAD GUILTY

as Pnssible, Nuw He
Has Confessed.

tIniernalinnal News “rrlr'f'-aj

| Columpus, June zl—nglng
| unemotionally confessed Lo the
fiendish murder of his sweet-
heart-paramour, Miss Theora
Hix, 25-yrar-old Ohio State Uni-
versity co-ed. Dr. James H.
Snook wants to plead guilty and
“have it over with as soon as
| possible.” .

IL was expeeled ho would be
indiclec: by the grand jury today
on a charge of [irst degrec mar-
flor,

The [ormer university profles-
sor, married and the father of a
-vear-old baby., wno spent part
of his Llime during the last three
years in a “love nest” apartment
with Miss Hix as his wife. calm-
ly told today how he first bal-
tered the head of his sweetheart
with a hammer and then cui
her jugular vein. on the night of
June 13. .

The hammer blows were de-

fLunLlnucd on Page 3)




WHISKY IN |COD
T
¢+ Bangor, Me., June 21.—The
“best fish story of the season”
was on record here today.

I Inside the stomlach of a
7-pound cod, threec Ingles-
iboro ﬂshermen-—ﬁ E. Smith,
Burton Padton and Grover
Parkinson—said they discov-
cred a- sealed pint|of whisky.
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. Age differences ? -

. Rank differences ? -
Public fascination 7 -

Evidence, interviewing and court
protocol ? -
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