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Rose Melnick Medical Museum: 

Past, Present, and Future 




 Past
 

John C.  Melnick,
  
radiologist (1928-

2008)
  

 Dr.  Melnick started collecting 
medical artifacts  in  1972.  
Interested in  local medical  
history  

 Wanted to  create a museum 
that  would  cultivate an  
interest  in  medicine and  
promote medical history  

 Displayed at   NEOMED  

 Collection  came to YSU in  
1997  and the museum  
opened in 2001.   



 Past
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about Vic creating exhibits, school tours, gathering objects (many local). Vacant for three years until I started in 2009. 



 

 

Present
 

Primary goal: 
 

Integrate Museum with 

University and 
 

Community
  

•  Respiratory Care  students  

•Loan  out artifacts  

•Summer Festival  of the Arts  

•  Student tours K –  Red Hats  

•  Public programs with MVHS  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Respirator Care students doing independent study. Final project is blog posting or YouTube video. 
Loaned artifacts and consultant with Saint Elizabeth’s Hospital, Parma Hospital, and Robinson Hospital.
Summer Festival of the Arts weekend in July. Activities for kids and air conditioning. 



 

   

 

Present
 

School and group tours
 

Public programs
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Group tours have been rising every year. We had 39 tours and over 1,000 visitors in 2011. Half of those groups were college students. 
Programs open to the public- 2 Civil War events with Mahoning County Historical Society and one health care job fair with North East Ohio Health Force org. 



 

 

Present
 

Catalog library and artifact collection
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over 1000 library titles now in MaagNet and OhioLINK. Oldest book is from 1788. 
Over 350 artifacts cataloged in MaagNet and OCLC. Over 850 boxes of artifacts organized using the Medical Subject Headings from the National Library of Medicine. Still more “big” artifacts to identify and tag. 



 
 

  
 

 

Present
 
Completing exhibit plan 
and enhancing exhibits 

with multi-sensory 
elements 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pumpkin seed activity for drug making
1895 dentist spray bottle
Audio of Iron Lung from 1952
QR codes connect to oral histories of local doctors 1915-1950 or YouTube videos
Replica Iron Lung for experience



 
 

Present 
Blog  YouTube
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blog: about 100 hits per day. 44 posts and 15 pages. Information on exhibit pages very popular for non-local/ virtual visitors. Emails about artifacts and loans.
YouTube: started 7 months ago. 6 videos. Over 1,000 views. 7 subscribers. About 1 video a month. Students LOVE videos. 



 

 

 

Future
 

Move to School of 
Health and Human 

Services 

 new programs with  students  

 Distribute  some exhibits 
throughout building  

 Better  location for  field trips  

 Increase traveling/rotating  
exhibits  
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