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In January, 1865, Pvt. James Overholzer
wrote down the words to George Frederick
Root’s popular hit song,

“Just Before the Battle, Mother” (1864).

The first verse and chorus are transcribed below.

Just before the battle, Mother,

I am thinking most of you.

While upon the field we're watching,
With the enemy in view.

Comrades brave are round me lying,
Fill'd with tho'ts of home and God;

For well they know, that on the morrow,
Some will sleep beneath the sod.

CHORUS

Farewell, Mother, you may never (you may never Motber)
Press me to your breast again;

But O, you'll not forget me, Mother, (you'll not forget me,)
If I'm number'd with the slain.
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