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Oral Histery preject ef Dayten, Ohie - Helecaust Survivers in the Miami Valley, Ohie
Wright State University in cenjunctien with the Jewish Cemmunity Ceuncil ef Dayten

Interviewee; Hannah Nerthway = HN

Interviayer: Barbara Tureff = BT

Transcriber and typist: Rebert K, Felst

BT Teday is Oct. 9, 1981, I am Barbara Tureff, a member es the Surviver ef the
Helecaust Oral Histery Preject. This afterneen I have the priviledge of interview-
ing Hannah Nerthway at her heme in Yellew Springs, Ohie (lecated abeut 20 miles
East ef Dayten), where she resides with her husband and family. I can net
describe the setting, It is fertunately very hezutiful, in centrast te the
subject we are geing te discuss, We are sitting eutdeers, sureunded by geats,

chickens, dezs, cats and a levely natural landscape, With that as a preliminary
I am geing te hegin by allewing Hannah te Iintresluce herself, Maybe we ceuld
start with that precess and, frem that peint, xe back te & net tee pleasant
subject, With resard te the present I knew that yeu are a mether, a wife and
that yeu have prefessienal activities, Yeu are a teacher, I turn this ever te
yeu. Perhaps yeu can intreduce yeurself and tell us hew leng yeu have livee in
Yellew Springs.

HN I am a mether aned a wife and a teacher, ] have been all 3 fer 35 years - net a
mether, I have been a mether fer enly 31. I den't knew which is the mest imper-
tant part eof my life, My children; I feel that being a mether is an impertant
part ef my life, Hewever all ef them are impertant. As leng as I have had 5
children I have always been a substitute teacher, I have my fingzers semewhat
in the pie, but I have been a substitute at least ene day a week, I have been &
mether and a teacher fer as leng as ]I can remember, My husband and I met in NYC,
He was a censcientieus et jecter, He was in a maleria unit, He leved felk dancing.
We got married rather quickly, =ix menths after we get te knew each ether.

I was 19 and he was 25,

BT What year was that?

HN 1946, We lived in NYC fer 3 mere years. I was a junier in celleze, I had te
finish scheel which is always a good life insurance, Yeu have semething te fall

back en if semething happens., Then I taught fer ene year in NYC in an after-scheel
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HN

BT

HN

prexram., They hired teachers in a tuitien pregram. Then we meved te Yellew Springs.
We wanted te meve inte a small cemmunity that was interratial and interfajth. We
wers net interested in raising eur children as Jews, as such; but we were inter-
ested in having them knew that they came frem a Jewish culture., I did net want
them ceming heme with Anti-semitic jekes. They had a Jewlish heritage, Deth ef

us felt really strengly abeut that, We theught ef Hawalace, Oregen (transcriber
can net lecate this place, er anything which seunds like this) in the area of
Eugene, We alse knew of Yellew Springs with Antiech and that culture in the tewn,
which had all the qualificatiens, We decided en Yellew Springs because it was
clese te my parents whe lived in NYC and te Dick's felks whe lived in Indiana,
Richard was raised in a small tewn, en a farm of 20 acres, ene of 6 children.
His parents were net se well educated., His mether did net finish High Scheel,
she actually never finished Elementary Scheel, Hls father went te High Scheel
and graduated; then he had ene year ef cellegze, Our backgreunds were guite
different,

Your husband 1s net Jewish?

My husband cemes f,.em a Methedist backgreund. At the time when we were engaged
and Dick was geing te ge heme and see his parents and tell them that we were
zalng te zet married, He said that he came heme and he talked te his parents

and he told his Mem that I am Jewish; she sald: "I den't care what she is, as
leng as she is a geed Christian £irll" Christian meant te my mether-in-law a
good, ethical persen. That is "christian” with a small "¢", I am sure that they
had net heard of Judaism, as such, since there was ne ene in tewn like that,
Well, they had, but they had net ceme in centact with any ene whe was Jewish.
They were heth extremely nice in accepting me and I ceuld net have asked fex
better parents-in-law,

Hew leng have you lived in Yellew Springs?

I became pregnznt with eur first child in 49, se we decided that it was time

te meve, Actually it was the ether way arcund: we decided te meve so we decided
te have a child., We decided toe meve to Yellew Springs, se we came in 1949,
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We lived out at Glenn Hemestead! We beught a little heuse and fixed it up. My
husband éid net have a jeb, He came here and did edd jebs, At ene time he was
painting Lucille Mergan's barn behind the Cemmunity Theatre. Lucille Mergan heard
that I was pregnant and that Dick was leeking fer a jeb, se she went te Ernest
Mergan and saidi"Ernest, we must hire Richard Nerthway! He is a geed werker.”
That is hew he get a jeb at the Eeek Plate Cempany, and he has been there ever
since,

Frem the descriptien ef yeur life, yeu seem te have such a pesitive esutleek.
It is interesting that yeu are integrated in life and that yeu accept being
married te a Nen-jewlsh persen., Let us new ge bhack a little and see hew yeu
came te where yeu are right new, 0K, let's ge backl

I ferget te mentien that we de have 6 ehildren. 0K, yeu were geing te ask me

abeut that laterl

BT OK! That's fine! It is geed that yeu brinz that up.

HN

BT

We deo have 6 children, OQur eldest is new settled in Euzene, Orxe., as a Psychele-
gist with Rabbl Gettlich and as a carpenter, as a cembinatien. Cur secend child,
Tem, is happily married in Denmark, te a Danish weman. They new have a child,

He is a teacher and she is werklng en an asseciate degree, Jean is very happy

in Yellew Springs werking as a nursery scheel teacher and part time bar tender,
Betty is in Seattle, Wash, She 1s happily married te a levely yeung man, Alan.
They are making their 1ife tezether after graduating frem cellege., Paula is still
a senler in High Scheel and she 1s interested in pessibly beceming a veteri-
narian er semething in that line, Then we adepted, 10 years asze, a ysung black
bey, whe was 3 years eld, at the time, He is new turning eut te be a beautiful

13 year eld upceming teenager. He still gees dewn te the Art Scheel and is very
musical, He is very theughtful and likes playing the vielin and plane and cerenet.
He is just beginning te Tind eut whe he really is,

Again, as yeu elaberate yeur life seems se cempetent and yeu seem te have such a,
I would say, a geed peint ef view en life in terms ef family and by the fact that
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you adepted a Black child, net a Jewish child, that yeu married a Nen-jewish,
rather than a Jewish persen. I will gme tack again and if anything I ask is
objectionable or tee persenal, den't hesitate te tell me, Let's go back te yeur
life! Yeu were telling me that you were bern in Germany. Let's start with what
year yeu were bern in, Let us just ge back and see if, maybe, the fact that
Germany was an integrated seclety, if that had any bearing en yeur life. Maybe
we ceuld start with when yeu were bern and with hew old you were when Hitler
came te pewer!

I was bern in 1926, in Sep. As I think back I can net remember very much ef my
early childheed. I am an enly child, All my life ] regretted that. I imagined
playnatea on and eff, The thlng which stands eut in my mind is that after my
paternal grandparents died, in 1933, my father never seemed te he equally happy,
a5 he had been earlier, He never seemed te smile as much, Maybe that had seme-
thing te de with the sudden death ef his parents and with the rise eof Hitler,

I guess Hitler had teen in pewer abeut & menths, er rather 9 menths, I de net
remember much of the actual taking ef pewer. The impressien en a 5 year eld,

at the time (BT cerrects HN te make it 7 and HN agrees, altheugh she was just
a little ever 6, HN was 7 years eld when her grand parents cemmitted suicide)

was that, all of a sudden I saw a let ef brewn shirts, (the S.A, er "Sturm Ab~

teilung” i.e, the Sterm Treepers ef Hitler's party were byrewn shirts and treusers,

as uniferms) and a let ef marching and geese-steppinsg, That was very impressive:
fer all the children whe went te scheel with me. I just went te the first grade
in Public Scheel, All the girls around me were wearing brewn dresses and the
heys were wearing their uniferms such as white shirts and black pants, I can't
visualize it, but I can see the little girls,

De yeu recall yeur friends ef that timef Was thexre any difference in playmates
at that time?

Ne, I can't remember very much. Maybe I blecked it eut. I still can' remember
much. My mere vivid memeries were ef geing te a Jewish scheel where there were

enly Jewish Children,
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After 19337

I puess se, after the first grade, This 1s very unclear te me when I started te
ge there, I guess that it was seen after Jan 1933, when Jewish c¢hlldren were net
allewed inte Public Scheels anymere, I can't remember an awful let abeut that,
except that we used te tease the teachers an awful let and that we had te learn
Hebrew, That scheel is kind ef a blank fer me,

OK! Let's ze back te the time befere Hitler teek pewer, De yeu remember whe yeur
clese friends were?

That I den't knew. They were the same pesple whe were my clese friends afterwards,

They prebably haprened te all have been Jewish (in Publi, Scheel HN was the

enly Jewish girl in her class, says her mether, Margaret Ebert, whe was interviewed

as part ef this preject) hewever they did leave Germany eventually, befere we
did, When yeu are 5 years eld yeu den't have any real playmates, Ds you lesk
back and have any clese frlends at aze 5 er 77 Nel

Yeu den't remember any dramatic break?

Ne, I den't remember anything dramatic, I remember net being able te ze swimming
or skating (all these recreatienal areas and even entire tewns were pested, frem
1934 eniy “"Jews are net wanted hereW). I remember being in the Jewish Scheel and
that ether children kept teasing us as "Jews" and hitting us en eur way te &
frem scheel. (If yeu hit back yeu were, even as a yeung child, liable te be
punished by the autherities en the spetl) Yeu knew, that type of thinz. I den't
exactly knew what happened, in relatien te hew eld I was, but, yeu knew, I
remenber seme ef these things,

New, at an earlier age, yeu prebably hid been allewed te ge swimming and te de
seme of these ether things. Yeu den't recall any cenflict, in ysur mind, as te
why yeu ceuld de that at an earlier peint, but net at a later peint,

My parents must have dene & really zeed jeb, I remember geing te Switzerland en
vacatien and abeut hew nice it was te be able te de all these things, which

I ceuld net de at heme, as a yeungster, I den't remember muchl I can relate very
well te Blacks living here and peeple calling thems: "Nigger!™ Yeu knew that yeu
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make a persen strenzer if yeu can give him a let ef leve and attentlen, I can
relate te the fact of being called names, Yeu have te carry your head twite as
high!

What de yeu recall if ssmeene were te ask yeu: "What is yeur whele 1ife like?"
"What did yeur parents de?" "What style of living did yeu have?” "What religieus
1ife did yeu have?" De you remember yeur parents putting emphasis en religien?

T den't remember the nurse we had, I remember us always having a maid, at ene
time eor anether. Teward the end of euxr time in Germany, Jews were net allewed

te have maids, I de remember geinz te the Temple., My father and mether were net
very relisgisus, My grand parents, en my mether's side, went te Temple every
Friday night., At my grand parents’ heuse they weuld have the Kiddush (the prayer
over the candles, the wine and the bread which is said in a Jewish heme, traditien-
ally, en the eve of the Shebbat, er any ether heme Helyday) and then sitting dewn
for the meal, I just remember geing te my grandparent's Friday nights! I remembex
Chanuka (the eight day peried ef the rededicatien ef the Temple sanctuary after
the Machabeth chased the Syrians frem Jerusalem - at that time, traditienally,
candles are 1it, prayers and sengs are chanted every night), I had a peried when
I was quite Zienistic (this means that she wanted te zeo te Zien, i.,e. te Pales-
tine), I wanted te meve te Palestine, My parents were net Zlenist. I had a peried,
Prebatly just befere ceming te the US, i,e, between 37 and 40 I weuld say, where

I was almest Kesher. Yeu knew, I tried it,I celebrated all the Jewish Helydays
and I am sure that I did net agree with my parents,

Let us backtrack chrenelegically, In 1933 Hitler teek pewer, When did yeu leave
Germany? 1 remember in my cenversatien wlth yeur mether that yeu left earlier
than she did, In 1938, and that yeu went te Switzerland.

Ch yes! AfteﬁVov. 10, 1938, which was called Kristallnacht, because ef all the
breken glass, (that was the night when the NAZI's, i.e. the fellewers ef Hitler,
had a gevernment spensered pregrem in Germany, when all the synagszgues ans all the
steres ewned by Jews, as well as many apartments in which Jews lived were leeted
and burned te the greund and Jewish men were arrested en sizht), my mether teek

-6~



BT

HN

BT

HN

BT

me te Switzerland, te Basel (47.30N, 7.30E). I stayed there for abeut 3 weeks,

I remember teing extremely hemesick, se hemesick that I cried every night and

the weman with whem I stayed was net very sympathetic te my tears. Finally, after

3 weeks #Eame back heme, They allewed me back inte Germany!

What was life like then? That was a pretty bad time already in Germany. Were

yeu still living in the same heuse?

Yes, we still stayed in the same heuse,

De yeu remember what it was like, eating wise? De you remember cencern abeut

what yeu ceuld zet?

No, net yet! That happened after the war started en Sep, 1, 1939, This was still
1938! Things were pretty much the same, I mean that I went te scheel, My parents
had a blg yard which was away frem the heuse, They had a pieces of preperty en
which nething had teen built. It seemed to me te be an area, actually it was
prebably less than an acre, where I ceuld play with my friends frem the Jewish
Scheel, It was a fenced in area and we weuld play. We pretended that we wexre in
Palestine, en a Kibbutz (these were the types ef cemmunal village where immigrants
settled) and ge eut and plant our garden and ceme home, It was nice, It was iselated
frem the rest eof the cemmunity., It was a pretty safe upbringing, Yeu knew, as

leng as we were in a fenced in yard, ne ene would bether us., It was large! We

were impressed by the fact that if yeu went eut in the street yeu would ve taunted,
however you accepted that, as I am sure that a Black persen playing en Main Street
does, It is part ef 1ife! Then, in 1939, things were getting hard. My father left
fer England (he was tipped off that he was going tc be arrested)., That was a let ef
treuble, but I stayed with my mether, We moved te Mannheim (49.29N, 8.28E) after
the war started, in Sep.39. My memeries eof these days were that my mether weuld
come back frem her werk at the CESTAPO (Geheime Staats Pelizei or Secrete State
Pelice), When she would se te visit the GESTAPO, she weuld get back when she
could, I remember that I was carrying a geedly ameunt ef meney with me in a purse
areund my neck te be used in case we were sc«parated,

What deo you think that yeu weuld de with the meney?
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Oh, I weuld try te leave, try te get to England er Scetland (HN's father had taken
refusge in ene ceuntry and his brether in the ether), I never theught abeut that,
I zuess that if yeu have eneugh security yeu den't need te werry abeut it, It
wasn't that much ef a theught, As I sald that seme days my mem weuld get home
frem woerk late, but I didn't feel extremely threatened, at least net new, as I
leok back en it.

De yeu recall discussing what was geing en with yeur friends er with your family?
Yes, I coeuld net understand why my parents had walted se leng and why it teek se
leng te get te the US, or etherwise te get eut. Hitler was net getting easier,
Many of my classmates had left for Helland er fer the US, I realize new that my
mether did net leave because of her parents., She felt very strengly that she had
te take care of her parents and they were not geing te leave,

You de net recall a gradual or dramatic deterlieratien eof yeur lifestyle?

Yezs, I guess that I de; but there was stlll feed en the table, at least until
after the war started and there was ratiening., Then we were gettingz a cup of milk
a day and things ef that type., New, that affected my mether mere than it did me,
Yeu knew that yeu accept thinzs like that as leng as yeu have the security.

I mean children will live threugh peverty and lets ef things, as leng as there

is eneugh security there, They will grew up as nermal persens., I really credit

my parents with delnz a szeod jJeb,

I am impressed and tetally amazed, I am alse curieus abeut yeur interest in Zienism.

Where did yeu get yeur ideas en that? Frem the Schoel? Frem yeur teachers?

Well, the scheel was part ef it. We had te learn Hebrew and seme English, I ceuld
net speak any English, but I certainly knew seme basics by the time I came here,
We had a Zienist Yeuth Mevement, yeu knew, ef the type of the Bey and Girl Sceuts,.
In eur greups there were Zienlsts alse, and, as I said, we fantasized, We made
Hebrew signs when we were in the yard, we talked absut what peeple did en the
Kibbutz. There was a little hill and I can still see us marching up with a shevel
en the sheulder as if geing eut inte the fields, Yeu knew, we played like any

G er 10 year eld, New they fantasize abeut geing inte space., Se we went te eur
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kipputz.

Was there discussien in scheel cencerning what was happening in Germany? '

There must have been, I can't remember! We didn't de 1t much (there was the
censtant fear ef being everheard and deneunced), I always regret, since German

is my mether tengue, I have fergetten much, I den't read it well, I den't speak
i1t extremely well anymore., I certainly den't knew any German literature, We dldn't
study it. We studied seme of the Jewish authers, I didn't get te study Geete eor
Schiller ex any ef the German culture,

De yeu recall wearing yeur badge (the yellew Star ef David all Jews were requi-
red te wear in specific places en their euter garment)?

Yes, I remember the badge! By the way my mether made a mistake in hexr tape:s the
beys were net called "Ismael" but "Israel", as the "Jewish” middle name and the
women were called "Sarah". I de remember having te sign "Hannah, Sarah".

De yeu recall any reactien when that came abeut, er accepting it as "That is the
way it is"?

Yes, that was se, Essentlally you accepted that! I will net deny that [ eften
hit my name against a stene wall and I get extremely frightened when everyene is
se passive abeut accepiing everything. That just scares mel I am sure that it
gees back te having, dewn in my subscenscleus, seen Hitler ceme te pever, Se

I will fisht much mere, just as we did in the case where we were suinz the scheel
beard., I said: “"They can't just push us areundl”

was gelng te ask yeu abeut that at the very end: what yeur reactien was.

My reactien was that I refused te be pushed areundl

De yeu recall many ef yeur friends?

Yes, I remempey ' mest ef my friends, Many ef them ended up in cencentratien
camps. Semetimes I think abeut seme ef them and wender what has happened te them,
I den't hear frem any ef them!

You den't knew what happened te any ef them?

Ne! There is ene weman, she was my adepted friend, her name was Gerta, I cerres-

ponded with her, I have net seen her since we have ceme te the US. I remember
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her as & 12 year eld, but we de cerrespend, She lives iﬁ?loriia. I rememher the
really geed times we had tegether! She had had ballet leésons. I wanted t‘ have
ballet lessens all my life, We pretended that we were in a ballet class tegether,
Anyhew I have net seen her, but she is abeut the enly ene I have kept in teuch
with,

The ballet lessens, were they in the Jewish sphere?

Ne! I den't knew hew she zet them., She must have getten te them earlier than I did,
Maybe they had mere meney, I de remember seme e¢f the peeple in NYC pelitics, In
NYC I knew seme mere peeple; but, yeu knew, in the Jewlish Cemmunity in NYC, as

in many ether cemmunities, veu get cempared, I remember semeene saying: "Se & se
is marrying a decter!" and "Se & se 18 marxying a lawyer!"™ and"Hannah Ebert is
enly marrying a nice zuyl"” Se I prebably lest centact mere in relatien te that
kind ef thing ef just marrylng a nice Christian bey. A Gentile was, yeu knew,

eut of the realm ef the Jewish cemmunity, but net in the relatisnship te the rest
of my family., My uncle married & Gentile, and se en. I never theught abeut it.

If we can just ge back again, I guess it is mest fscinating, the lidea of acceptance
and what yeur educatien was like, When yeu went te scheel te study de yeu remembex
whether this was & pleasant er an unpleasant experlence?

Ne, people were like they are; I cempare 1t te slavery in & way. Within the Black
culture, the slaves were usually happy and had thelr security; and that, in a way,
was what it was like within the Jewish cemmunity in Germany. (HN seems te miss ihe
target en beth sides ef her cemparisen. Ne sens ef security ceuld exist in the
slave seciety since any master ceuld, at any time,sell any er all slaves when the
master wished, disregarding family ties, Under the NAZI dictatership any ruffian
ceuld assault er arrest any Jew at any time; when Jews left fer werk particularly
after 1938, they never knew whether they weuld get heme again er, if they did, whe
weuld be there, This is why HN carried all that meney areund with her.) I felt
secure! I still remember with sheck and herxer seing the Temple bLurned,

That was Kristallnacht?

Yes, Nev. 10, 1938,
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What were yeur reactiens the next day?

I guess we just came there! I guess that we did net hear anything during the nightl!
T was en my way te scheel when I saw it.

Hew old were yeu then?

In 19387 T was 12! We were en eur way te scheell We walked te scheol in a greup,
usually (that made it less likely fer any ene individual te be beaten up) just
there is, maybe, safety in numbers, I remember standing in frent ef the Temple
which was still smelderinz. Obvieusly there was ne scheel because the men (teachers,
administraters, janiters etc.) had been taken away. That is abeut the enly remem-
brance I have, I am trying te think if I can remember a feeling ef being afraid.
Ne, I zuess net, mere the feeling ef disgust and prebably seme hatred there,

Just being disgusted!

What was yeur feeling when yeu saw all this? all the GESTAYO peeple there?

I was net extremely scared,

Did you get any advice? Were yeou ever cenfrented?

Yes we were! Yeu knoé&h&t everyene gets cenfrented at times! Ne, I can't remember,
Of ceurse, we weuld gét off the slidewalk, if semeeone came by taunting us; then yeu
stepped off the sidewalk te let the persen by; they had the right ef wayl A seng
of the time which had made a streng, streng impressien en me went:s "Die Gedanken
sid freil" which translates inte "The théughts are freel” This meant, I believed
that ne ene can catch you and punish you fer what yeu are thinking.

That is a German seng?

Yes, that 1s a German seng, It means that, ne matter what they de, yeu can held en
te ysur ewn theughts, er maybe just that ne ene can guess yeur theughts, and that ,
as leng as you are strenz, streng in yeur head, yeu can have yeur ewn theughts,

ne matter what "they" say er de, Yes, that was sert ef a theme seng ef mest ef

my friends,

De yeu recall Bar Mizvehs and religieus functiens?

I den't knew if they had Bar Mizvehs., They must have had seme in the Temple, but

il



I den 't remember attending any (Bar Mizvehs, ether than just the religiwas
service, in that area ef Germany, after 1936, were held in the strictest privacy
since acsemblies of Jews were asking for beatings) but theﬂ/l was 12 years eld,
se I was still tee youns for that. Ne, I den't remember any Bar Mlzvehsl

BT De yoeu remember celebratiens sf helldays?

HN Yes, I remember geing te hear the Shefar beeing blewn (the Shefar, er ram's hern
is blewn at Resh Hashana & Yem Kipur, the Jewish New Year as anniversary remembrance
of when the ram was previded, en Mt., Taber te replace Isaac as theuburnt offerin;
I remember some of these things frem befere I was 1n the US, The wemen were
sitting upstairs and the men were sitting dewnstairs in the Temple., Yes, I remember
that, but net anything really specific, I remember Chaneeka and Passever, My
parents nevexr set up a Passever meal; we usually had te go eut te semeone's
heuse to have a Seder,

BT They didn't de that because ether peeple did it, or did they just net de 1t?

HN They didnr't ge either, I mean that I weuld ge but they didn't. They weould net
participate! Mether weuld ge fer the High Helidays (i.e. the Jewish New Year).

On Resh Hashana she weuld ge te Temple. As I said that I remember Chaneeka at my
grandparent's heuse, en the 8 days everyeone lishting the candles and getting
zgifts, alse geing inte a Succet and having Purim. Hewever these were net family
functiens, I remember the kind ef things we did in (the Jewish Day) Scheel, We
did net learn much in Scheel (after 1934 ne Jewish teacher ceuld teach in Public
Scheol, ne Nen-jewish teacher ceuld teach in a Jewish Scheol, ne new Jewish
teachers were graduated frem the usual Nermal Scheels, except ene, the yesunger
teachers were amengst the first te leave Germany whenever they could, classes

in Jewish Schools were eften disrupted by incidents and the student pepulatien
fluctuated due te emmizration).

BT Yeu den't remembeﬁyaur parents making any special emphasis en yeur Jewishness?

HN Nel We were Germans firstl We did not really censider ourselves Jewish, As we
got togetiher with the Pelish Jews and the Russian Jews ef eur cemmunity, since
we were all in the scheel tegether, there was a certain prejudice (against threse
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"Hastern Jews"), The German Jews always had their nese up higher than the Pelish
or the Russian Jews., It took me a leng time te realize that the Russian and
Polish Jews were also good Jews, Well, partly, my parents didn't help with that,
they theught that we were superler.

Would yeu alse asseclate that with the secie-ecenomic peositien.

The secle-ecenomic pesition had semething te de wlth it.

Your parents had superlier prefessienal eccupatiens.

Surel

What was yeur mother's pesitien?

Yes, I listened to the tapes (of the interview with Margaret Ebert), but I de
remember her while I was grewing up. I den't remember her werking in the law
firm (ebviously meaning Paul Ebert's law firm) where my father worked, because
he quit toe early (after 1934 Jews were stripped of their licenses te practice
law, medecine etc,) and tried to sell insurance, After that my mether werked for
the HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Seclety) to try te get peeple out (ef Germany).
She never talked much abeut it, but 1 remember her beinr gone late and se en,
trying te zet peeple out. I knew that we got eur visa to ceme threugh Switzer-
land fer emigration was definitely just because she had werked for HIAS,., (Switzer-
land was net generous with visas since they wanted ne refugees as residents,

unless they had independent means) People were net allewed to go to Switzerland,

parents were dead by that time. They (her mether's parents) died in 1939.

0f natural death?

Yes, My grandparents en my father's side cemmitted suicide in 1933, but my grand-
parents on my mother's side both died in 1939 of natural causes, On Oct 8 and
Nev 3, respectively., My grandfather and then my grandmother. Se they were beth
gone, but still she really drasgzed her feet ahout geing. My, beins very forceful
and saying: "We are leaving tomerrew, fer goedness sake, relax!” The next ceuple
days everyone was taken te Gurs (that was the camp in Sethern France, near Peau,

where the Jews from the Mannheim area were shipped, but that d4id net happen until
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the su:s?nder of France in June 1940.) Then I insisted that we take that specific
bveat eut of Italy and net to spend any mere time in Switzerland., That was the
last btoat out ef Italy,(in May 1940 Italy attacked France thus entering the war
and ne beats ceuld ze past Gibraltar any lenger) get us here, Really my mom dreg
her feet, and I understand that!

BT Why de yeu think that she was reluctant te leave? Was she cencerned about change?

HN No! Ne! She was leaving her hemeland (and alse abandening her HIAS clients, fer whenm
she had tried teo find a haven), her homeland, Yes! . It is like someene sayinsg te
you er mes "Gee, you need te meve te New Zeeland", We weuld drag eur feet te,
rather than te ze te a cempleiely new envirenment such as Seuth America er Africa.

BT Yeu mentiened that yeur grandparents had cemmited suicide. These were yeur father's
parents?

HN  Yes,

BT Did you knew at the time that they did?

HN No, I did net and I have ne impressien except that my father was much less jevial
after that. That was my enly impressien which I had ef that. I did net knew abeut
their suicide until, I bellieve, after I came to the US, I had eften wendered:
"Hew ceme that they teth died the same day?, but I never put 1 & 1 teszether.

BT What was yeur grandfather's eccupatien?

HN My grandfather en my father's side was a lawyer, They all were members of a big
asseciatien. There were 3 or 4 generatiens eof lawyers, My father was a lawyer and
my uncle was a lawyer. My grandfather en my mether's side was a hardware man,

He had a whelesale hardware business, He alse handled iren and had a big hardware
stere,

BT De you recall if elther of your grandmethers had gene te the University?

HN  They were beth well educated peeple, that is the impressien I had. They knew art
and culture, They were much mere cultured than mest American educated peeple, but
I am net sure. Ne, I den't knew abeut University studies., Did mether mentien it?

BT I really did net ask her that. It just cressed my mind new,

HN I think that I will ask my aunt and uncle, They are still alive, Why are yeu
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questiening that?

Because you always think abeut what the men did, but yeur mether was a prefessienal.
As a matter of fact she made a pelnt ef saying that she had received a PhD in
Germany.

Yes! Yes! I den't really knew, se I will ask my uncle and aunt. It sheuld be
interesting,

There was actually a weman's rizht mevement in the Weimar republic,

I have never felt it, Yeu knew, even in my own mind, I never felt that I needed
authority,., I am sure that ] did net gzet invelved. Yes, my mether ceeked, after
the maids left, and my grandmether did the same, tut there was a certain inequa-
lity there, I never had this feeling ef sexual discrﬁmination. I can net remember
my grandparents en my father's side, that they needed these wemen's rights, as
they are needed new, But that, ef ceurse, pertains te the upper class,

Befere we leave this subject, it is just fascinating te see hew yeu reacted, eor
failed te react, Weuld I be right in summing up yeur reactien te this part that
yeu were just very receptive and that ysu integrated this in yeur life, New yeou
vwent te Switzerland and then came back, Hew did yeur parents explain this?

Well, they were very henest, Yeu knew, since I was there and Hitler did net like
the Jews, that I weuld prebably have a better educatien and that it weuld be
safer fer me. You werried abeut safety when yeu were all by yeurself and abeut
the safety ef yeur parents,

Where did yeu ge te scheel in Switzerland?

I put that eut ef my mind tee because 1t was such a hsrrible experience. Ne,

I never went te scheel during these 3 weeks. I was just determined te zet back,
I didn't enjey anything. The stay in Switzerland was centrary te my parent's
heme, Ours had been a very warm, accepting heme; this heme in Switzerland was a
very celd sterile heme and the weman just ceuld net understand my crying. It was
Just unexplicable te her.

Was it a Jewish family?

Ne, it was a Gentile family. I guess the famlly was Pretestant, Hewever I den't
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think that that weuld have made much difference, The heme atmesphere was just se
different. I just really felt that I wanted te be with my parents.

BT What languaze did you speak there?

HN German! Yes, the German language was the same and the maid whigh this family had
was levely, They had 2 girls my age., It must be hard fer an enly child te, all
of a sudden, be a sibling and net enly a sibling, but an eutsider at that, These
2 xirls had te accept me at shert neticel I never theusht much abeut that at the
time, I de remember sitting in the railread statien (HN uses the German werd:
"Bahnheff", all ef a sudden) in Basel and see my mether taking seme of her jewelry
eut of her purse, te take it eut ef Germany. There was eneugh te werry abheut!
That is hew my mether zet a let of her jewelry eut ef Germany, that is by giving
it te the peeple in Switzerland., That was ene reasen why we came threugh Switger-
land when we left Germany; te pick it up.

BT Weuld yeu make any ether cemments ateut yeur early life,

HN Well, I weuld say that it is better net te gze threugh the experience I hLad, but
I have seme real feelings that, if yeu carry bltterness and hatred areund, it
tears yeu up, it dees net de anything te any ene else, It tears yveur bedy apart
and T had seme feelings abeut that, as I went back ts Germany in 1972, That was
the first time I went back alene, My sen was getting married and the wedding was
te take place in Denmark. We ceuln't beth ge, because we had just getten Victer,
eur adepted sen, Three of us geing was tee much and we ceuln't take Victer and
net take Paula, Se, enly I went, After the wedding I went te Germany fer 4 days,
Just te Karlsruhe (49,01 N, 8,24 E) te see the sld weman whe had lived dewnstairs
in the heuse and had seen me grew up., It was just fascinating, my feelings, I mean,
I weuld walk areund early in the merning, just by myself, and see all the children
with thelr knapsacks, Yeu knew they carried thelr beeks that way, en their backs
(a8 HN had dene)., I kept wendering and, all ef a sudden, I was 12 again and saw
the scheel I had gene te and the bakery and the ice-crcam stere, It was just a
fascinating thing and I ceuld net understand, I kept wanting te say: "I was herei"
I had a hard time, At that time I came frem Denmark and peeple were blender and
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mere Arian leeking in Denmark, than they are in Seuthern Germany. I ceuld net
understand hew anyene fathemed that! The ether realizatien was that there ‘were
quite a few peeple whe remembered Hitler, Peeple whe had te have been my parents
axze, te really have lived threugh it (Hitler killed himself in 1945, just 27
years befere that visit), hewever seme peeple had net lived threugh it. They had
a beautiful new Temple (Terples were rebuild after the defeat of Germany, but they
are mainly museums since hardly any Jews survived in Germany and enly very few
eld pensieneers rave returned fer ecenemic reasens. Seme fermer"Bisplaced Persens”
frem Eastern Eurepe toek refuge in Mannheim and ether parts ef the Khine Valley,)
but net in the same lecatien where the eld ene was, 1 talked te an aunt ef a girl
I had gene te scheel with, The girl had died in a cencentratien camp. The aunt
teek me te the Temple and we talked for a while, You knew, it is almest as if it
never happened, That is kind of a strange feeling., Strange is net a goed term, it
is kind of a nebulus, scary feelins,

BT Was it a frizhtening experience?

HN Yes, it is frightening when I see people so?cquiescent te everything, as I sald
befosre, Fer example sur secial security law, We gzet the secial security number,
Now it is being used at Wright State, You can't take an exam witheut giving yeur
secial security number, You can't get a driver's license witheut it, It is seme-
what almest like being dehumanized! It is fecary, buﬁke acquiesce te it,

BT Several items yeu mentiened, For example yeu mentiened the fact that yeur husband
is Nen-jewish.

HN That was by coincidence, I belenged te a hiking greup and it was made up ef Jewish
kids, at least mest ef them were Jewish kids., (Here the tape steps being intelligible)

BT VWe were on the ether side of the tape and I had asked weu abeut the cheice of a
husband, and yeu were speaking abeut a hiking greup, maybe we can centinue te
follew that point,.

HN  We had an international greup, twe peeple frem Yugeslavia, there was ene young
person from Belgium, ene frem the United States, Austria, We were 12 altogether,

6 girls and 6 beys. We had mere in cemmen than with the American children. Fer
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ene thing, the Jewish cemmunity was very snebbish., They didn't want anything te

de with the refugzees, the German refugees or any ether refugees, Se I wen} te an
agricultural yeuns peeple's group and I met these people, It was net a seclal
greup. We would ge on hikes on Saturdays and Sundays, or we weuld go te cencerts
or tne museums, That is hew we went to Templin, at the Scheel of Living, because
they had a Schoel fer Living there and we could spend a week for culture between
Christmas and New Years, We went there and we played seccer-ball and dedge-ball
and we went hiking. It was net a sexual thing, it was Jjust great cempaniens
getting togzether, friends who had a goed time together., I remember Dec, 7, 19414
We were gut hiking in the Palisades park (that is the park which is lecated just
upstream on the Hudsen River frem Fert Lee, N,J., the Western anchor ef the Gesorge
Washingteon Bridge) wendering how maay people would still be alive after the war.,
Frem them I met some more people who were consclentieus objecters during the war.
I just didn't like the American agressive manner, I guess that I met Dick, and

I knew that he was my kind. I met him folkdancing at the Madison Ave, Presbyterian
Church (in NYC). That was the secend time he had ceme there, He walked me home,

It was a really stermy night., We walked threugh Central Park in NYC with 12 inches
of snow, It was so quiet, We did a let of talking and we got to knew each ether
better, Dick and I had a let in cemmen,

If I can interrupt you here: you left Germany in 19397

In 1940

Oh, 140! Yeu say that things had getten worse between 1939 and 407 De yeu recall?

That's rizht.

Maybe we can pick up just a little frem there, What do yeu remember as getting worse?

Then, when yoeu came te the US? Well let's gzeo frem there,

I was talking about always having a feelineg that you didn't have to be in a
synagorue te say your prayers, se that yeu would bte close to God, or te whatever
you want te call it. I remember that, after having seen the Temple burned, I went
biking past the Cathelic Church znd geling inte the Church, diping my hand inte
the Hely Water, doing the Crusifix and genuflecting; then sitting dewn and saying:
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"Shma Israel: Adenei El Huenu, Adenei Echudl™ (this is the watchwerd ef the Jewish
faith and is translated inte: "Hear O Israel: The Lexd Our Ged, The Lerd 15 Onel™)
and saying my prayers and crying. Yeu knew, beingz semewhat usset, but saying:

"ene can talk te Ged anywherel ene can bte in a Cathelic Church, as well as in a
Synazegue,"” I had the feeling that you are a let better off geing back eut, eut ef
the Church, That was ene eof the things I remember, I wender if I can thank my
parents fer that, fer having kept me secure, yoeu knew, net tee religieusly

eriented.

OK! After Kristallnacht, in 1938, can yeu recall specifically ~ maybe yeu can
mentien seme specifics ef hew life was werse feor yeu, er did yeu become more fear-
ful - was it the diet yeu had, the clethes yeu were or what?

After Kristallnacht, yeu had te wear a star, I guess that my mether said that she
didn’t have te wear ene, but I remember wearing the 8tar ef David, but it was in

a jewelry ferm (that centradicts the reminescences ef several ethers whe talk abeut
having te wear armbands with a yz2llew star as well as clearly visible yellew stars
en beth the frent and the back ef the euter garment ever the heart, and that these
stars had te be wern whenever éne was in the presence of others, including in cencen-
tratien camps) and I was preud te wear it, Yeu knew I did net mind this, I remem-
ber having te sizn my name "Sarah" en everything. It zet pregressively werse, but

se slewly that I den't remember anything specific., We still went te scheel. There
were seme mere pesple whe had left, Feeple kept emigrating all aleng, se the greup
got smaller and smaller, That was just ene of the facts of lifel Yeu knew: the greup
gets smaller and yeur friends leave, Seme of them went te Séuth-Africa, te England,
te Australia er te the U3, These were the realities,

When yeur friends left, did yeu cerrespend at all? De yeu remember getting any mail?
Ne!

De yeu remember getting any mail frem the eutside?

Ne.

Net at all?

Did yeu have any clese friends leaving?
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Yes and ne, I kind eof can't recall, It is interesting that when a date cemes

alenz - Cct 5, er whatever = I think: "Ch, this is se and se's birthday! ; wender
whatever happened te them!"

Yeu had ne idea as te what was happening te them?

Ne, but I have net heard ebeut them since then, lhere were seme really clese
friends whe went te Seuth-Africa. I have never heard frem them since then, but

I remember their birthdays,

When yeu left Germany, de yeu actually remember the trip eut ef Germany?

Ne, I den't remember much abeut leaving Germany. I remember being in Italy, in
Genea at the beat deck and my mether having te de semething with paperwerk, We
had 15 pleces of luggaze, a humendeus amsunt (these were all thelr pesessiens
since ne furniture, er ether geeds ceuld be shipped, and they were ceming te a
ceuntry where their reseurces were limited). These individual pieces were spread
all ever the deck. I remember the Italian men, yeu knew teing a young lady (she was
then 134 years eld) at the time and flirting with Italian men, That is hew 1 get
the luggage tezether witheut me speaking any Italian,

You den't remember masses sf peeple whe did the same thing?

Ne, it was a jeyful experience, (By that time the number ef peerle whe ceuld leave
had dwindled te a trickle,)

De yeu recall what yeu left in yeur heuse? Things which yeu wanted te take!

Ne., New I think: " Gee, it weuld have been nice te have this er that.” I had a
beautiful dellheuse, and it weuld be nice te have, It was interestins that when

I went back te Germany, I went back that time with my husbznd and 4 childxen,

we stayed with that woman whe had a let ef my parent’s silver. Well, she was
having it there, she was pretty senile, and I kept wanting te take seme of these
pleces, She had a set where yeu put the silver on a silverwarehelder, made eut of
silver, My dad used a plastic ene here, I almest swiped it frem her, My senses
Just kept me from delng it! T came back and explained it te my mem and I said:
"Oh, that used te be eurs!™ Well, in hindsight, I wish that I had swiped it (as
per the German pest 194€ law ef restitutien, er Wiedergutmachungzsgesetz, all these

items belenged again te the Ebert family, unless they seld it freely, after Ww2).
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She weuldn't have knewn the difference, anyway. Yeu knew; she had a let ef my
parent's things and it was fun seeing them. She haé a plate and a feetmat, which
I had made for my parents when I was abeut six, She gave that te me and it was
nice, Hewever I den't knew, it isn't anything that impertant. I weuldn't change
my life,

BT When yeu came te the US, did yeu have seme ef yeur family greet yeou?

HN My father was at deckslde,

BT Yeur father had left earlier?

HN He had been in Scettland.

BT Yeur father was in Scettland? When had he left Germany?

HE Semetime in early 39. Then the war started. 1 de remember that, after the war
started, my mether was net able te talk te my father and was net able te write
te him (Scettland and Germany were en eppesit sides eof the cenflict). My mether
had to write te Switzerland and they weuld put it in an envelepe and te mail it
te England or te Scettland. Then dad weuld write te Swiltzerland and they weuld
put in a different envelepe and send it te Germany. (This kind ef exchange was
prebably net all that straightferward due te £enBership; either letters were
cepled er su@%xized - exchanging letiers with peeple in ennemy ceuntries was net
telerated by either side,) That is hew my parents cemmunicated, I remember that
mother tended te werry abeut that, yeu knew, hew ceuld cemmunicatiens be maintained,
My father came te the US in April ef 1940, and we came in May ef 1940, My father
was at the deck, That was nice, I remember the jeyful waiving! "Hew de yeu like
America?" is what he sheuted at us. That 1s abeut the enly remembrance I have,
and then adjusting te NYC.

BT Were yeour asseciatiens Jewish? The Ethical Culture Secliety was yeur scheoel?

HN Neo, that was the secial greup. I went te Julia Richmend High Scheel in NYC. That
is the High Scheol where I started.

BT Did yeu net discriminate? I mean did yeu seek Jewish friends?

HN  Ne,

BT This was net en yeur mind ene way er the ether?

-21 -



HN

BT

HN

BT

HN

No, I still felt Jewish and I guess that I will always feel Jewish, I mean that

we raised eur children te celebrate the Helydays, like Chaneoka and Passever. Faula

stayed heme frem scheel yesterday, which was Hesh Hashana. Even the children whe

are zene (1.e. who no lenger live at home) and whe have Gentile mates, still

talk abeut Passever. Becky still dees the Seder (Seder literally means "erder". The

order of the Passover meal 1s fairly rigidly stated in the literature and, there-

fore, "doing the Seder" implies some censcious commitment, at least.) It is a

bastardized Seder, but it is a Seder, You knew: they talk abeut it and she will

have friends in, Temmy took a Menorah (the traditienal Chanooka candleholder with

spaces fer 9 flames, gzenerally 9 candles) back te Denmark with him, which he

remembered from his childhood, As I saids they have a Jewish traditien and I

feel that we managed te deal in that respect with the Jewish heritaze, which

they have, just like they have a strong American Methedlst heritage,

Let me ask you:s yeu went to public school and yeur extracurricular, your seclal

affiliastion, your religlous affiliatien, was the Ethical Culture Society and

you mentiened that you had become acquainted with your future husband, who was a

conscientlous ebjecter, and that yeu had met other censcientious objectors. What

was your feelling since the war was going on at the time? Did yeu have a concern

about the conditien ef the people you left behind (in Germany)? Did you feel that

we should ge in and help them?

Oh nol 1 see what you mean. YeuVean: how can I justify my Judaism and adept

Pacifism at the same time, |

Did you think every day, every week about what was happening in Germany?

I means most of the Jews were already deported (that certainly was not the case

by Dec. 7, 1941). I felt that the US was partly, and ether countries alse were

te blame, For ene thing, they let Hitler go awfully far (presumably in order to

step the Communist menace) and, by the way Hitler did some good things fer Germany.

You knew that he did start the Velkswagzen, and there were some geod things

happening inside Germany. I mean politically, eh not politically as much as

economically (in the early and middle 20's the German ecenomy had fallen victime
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to runaway inflation due in great part to the costs ef WWI) I didn't have the
feeling that he did not enceurage the Jews to leave, (As a matter of fact the
official policy ef Hitler's party, the NAZI party, was to get as many Jews as
pessible to leave Germany previding they left thelr worldly goods te the Nazi's,
rather than te Germany. It was only once Germany everran Eurepe, thus reaquiring
these same Jews whe were by then witheut means, that the "Final Selutien" was
adopted as efficial pelicy in 1942)., Seme of the people like my parents were
reluctant te leave, Once they wanted te leave there was the "Gueta System”. (By
the laws of 1921, revised in 1927 the US would only admit a specific number of
immigrants eagh year, based en gquotas by natienalities, Other countries regulated
immigration by ether means) New Zealand and Austalia didn't take people. Canada
took seme in. England weuld take them, but the British celenies would net,
(Actually Australia as well as England accepted peeple qualified in certain
rrofessions, Seuth~Africa teck in many refugees, Palestine took in enly very few

peaple after 1936, when the riots eccured, except for yeunzsters, te give some

examples, Alse France would accept peeple but refused them the right te be employees,)

It was net just Germany that had its dislike; there is Anti-semitism here,

in the US,

When you came here, did yeu sever your ties with these peeple you left behind?
There weren't any peeple left. There was ne one left, (HN probably means that
there was no ene left whem she knew, Her mother detailed some of her HIAS clients
whe were left. Many Jews frem HN's area of Germany were deported including these
who went te Gurs after May 1940)

In terms of the US getting invelved in the war and perhaps liberating camps (camps
were net liberated until late in 1944, at the earliest), was that net necessary?
I still have the feeling +that I think that seme could have getten eut, Actually
I didn't have that feeling (when I met Dick); by then I had already met Ralph &
Lila Templing who had a real influence en my life, He is a strong believer in

the Gan&i»nenvialent culture, He had knewn Gandhi; Mehandas Gandhi, the ultimate

rrepenent of passive resistance, of nen-vielence, He was a great persen, He

-23=-



BT

HN

BT

HN

BT

HN

BT

HN

BT

HN

BT

explained the Trinity te my satisfactien, te my Jewish satisfactien and laid the
groundwerk to my understanding pacifism a let mere, that is the nen-vielent
appreach, Se, when I met Richard, I was ready. Yeu know; they are net preselysing.
His whele life is that he will net kill. Yeu knew; he wen't lay a hand en his
children, er such. He has a nen-vielent appreach. I really appreciate that.

Was that net in the way in which the Jews handled themselves in Germany?

Yes, it was, It was almest teo passive,

Se, dld that present a cenflict for yeu?

Ne,

De you think that the Jews sheuld have behaved in anether way, in Germany, when

it was all happening?

I think that they could have been strenger. I mean that they were pretty acquies-
cing, I am net sure,

I wender how you integrate the fact ef peeple being acquiescing with yeur nen-
violent dectrine?

Between acquiescing and nen-vielence there is a stepl

Ceuld yeu illustrate this? Have yeu werked that eut? I wender hew yeu ratienalize
this,

Yes, I rave worked it eut, but I am net sure that I can put it inte werds, I think
that there is a difference between the idea of nen-vielence and acquiescence, Yeu
den't have te coeperate te te nen-vielent., There is a fine line and I have net
dene that much thinking abeut it in exrder te explain it. I am trying te think ef
semething, I think that if semeene came up and assaulted me, I weuld net fight,

I weuld prebably scream and give them the meney and pretect myself that way, since
ebvieusly T am too weak te fight, It dees net make any sens te zo and hit! There
are ether ways ef defending yeurself and I think that this is ithe case in the whele
country. I think that 1f the Jews had been maybe mere united amengst themselves
they could have done something, but that is hard te tell. It is water ever the
dam,

Essentially then during the 40's, during the war, you were part of the Ethical
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Culture mevement and yeu really swayed teward pacifism?

Yes, toward pacifism, Waybe that was because I apprecliated the young men I had met.
Remember that I was a teenager,

And you didn't argue with him, what abeut the Jews and all that?

Ne, Well they were already saved; seme of the peeple had already ceme, When France
was evertaken, that was befere America jeined the war, French Jews had been liberated
(that is centrary te the fact since, starting with the fall ef France in May-

June 1940 and accelerating after aur invasien ef Nerth Africa in 1943, when the
Germans everran even the small enclave centrelled by Marshal Petain in Vichy, Jews
were deperted by trainleads inte slave laber camps and exterminatien camps, starting
with the German and ether Jews whe had feund refuge in France since the end eof

¥WI). Yeu knew, America did net stumble inte the war (Germany & Italy declared

Wwar en the US after the US had declared war on Japan, after Pearl Harber). That is
such a mute questien! I de have feelings abeut my children being in the armed ferces,
I den't think that there sheuld be a draft. I have seme very streng feelings

about that , My beys, the elder beys, were all registered as cesclentieus ebjecters,
Frem 1940 te 1945 were you, or yeur family invelved in any sert ef negetiatiens,

or any sert eof assistance eor being mentally er, in any way invelved, with what

was geing en,

Oh, my mether was very much invelved, but she has always been much mere of a
pelitical persen than I am, Well mem and dad were invelved, They had met Halph &
Lila Templin alse, and I am certain that that had seme influence. My parents were
very geed friends with them, Ralph is & very charismatic persen, I mentlened

Jehn Hayne Helmes, the minister ef the Cemmunity Church (a name is added here

which the transcriber ceuld net pickup, 3t may be the name ef anether persen, er

the lecatien ef the Cemmunity Church). All the peeple really had a streng philese-
phy. There 1s a difference between a whele country starting a war, er even

fighting a war, and individuals, There is a definit difference between an indi-
vidual defending himself or a whele ceuntry,

You mean te say that, if yeu had had yeur preference the US weuld net have getten
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invelved in the war?

Ne, I am not saying that, I den't knew. I really den't have an epinlen either way.
I mean that I had net reflected en this, I was yeung. I weuld have an epinien

new, ever semething which was happening new. Ne, I hadn't theught abeut lt.

But at the time, were yeu thinking abeut it.

Ne. I was glad that they (meaning the US) had jeined the war, That disparity
between my theughts and with my husband's er bey friend's streng feelings -

I never theught abeut that. Yeu knew hew these things ge.

Sure, as a yeung teeager yeu den't ratienalize that much!

Sure, at the age of 16, you don't think ateut that,

Let me ask yeu new, in terms ef that whele experience and en hew it has affected
yeur lifes at that time there were many American men in uniferm., De men in uniferm
treuble yeu in any way?

Ne.

You den’t recall anythinsg like that? Marching and that.

Ne., Well, I den't like goose stepping (the parade march ef the German seldiers

with legs raised te 90 deg. frem the vertical which was never used by the US).

I never enceuraged bey sceuts & girl sceuts fer my children, It is interesting.
Maybe that was a reactien te the atmesphere in Germany, but I den't knew. A pelice-
man dees net scare me, a dector dees net scare mel I think that my experience

has been that I have a very streng self-immage actually. I fight fer what I believe
is my riaht. Yeu knew: they can put me in prisen and I will stick te what I believe!l
Hopefully beth Dick and I have breught this ever te my childrens:"This, abeve all,
te thy ewn self be truel” Yeu have te be true in yeur feelings,

Ch yes, the question I have iss hew did yeur experience, yeur early experience,
affect yeur child raising practices? De you see a relatienship abeut what happened
te you and hew yeu breught yeur children up?

Nel! I have always been pretty individualistic, I mean Dick and I, beth. We den't
fellew the crewd, I am net sure that that has anything te de with that, er if

there are ether reasons,

Psychelezical?
yenoles —26-
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You knew, I den't have te keep up with the Jenes and neither dees Richard. That

may have to de with the influence eof Ralph & Lila Templin er (here is another name
which the transcriber ceuld net understand). When we came te Yellew Springs we
raised our children, we wanted them te be able te be semething. There was ne
Unitarian Church, at the time, so we did jein Quaker Meetings. I censider myself

8 Jewish Quaker, I have seme feelings abeut erganized religien, 1n general,

I was going te talk te yoeu abeut this afterwards,

I feel that ne matter how, what, whe, I am pretty much ef an individualist and

I den't appreve of seme ef the things the Quakers, or anyene else dees in erganized
religien., So we are net very active, We are active but we den't ze te meetings,

Are you active in the seclal cencerns?

Yes, with secial cencerns, but I am net fer any religieus activity.

De yeu think that this was caused by what happened?

Oh, I den't knew, I have streng feelings abeut pre~cheice for abertiocns, I think
that the state gevernment needs te stay eut ef yeur ewn persenal iife. It sheuld
net dictate: abertien is ene of these things, net to be allowed te commit suicide
is anether, having to wear helmets, when yeu ride a bicycle is anether. That sheuld
te your own, private, choice, Maybe that cemes frem Hitler wanting te run yaur
whele life, but it may have happened anyways., We have ralsed eur children with
respect fer human beings. When we adopted Victer we had te ge through a whele

bunch of meetings with the Children's Mental Health Service in Dayten, or in
Mentzomery County (the county where Dayton is located). I went te a lot of meetings.
name - he would always say: "Pretend you are Blackl", or such things.

Victer is a Black child?

Victor is a Black child, I ceuld not see myself being a Jive-Jewish-Black mother,
zoing jiving aleng. That is net my nature, We were rather blunt about that and

we almost did net get a child because we said that we had seme questions, We were
going to raise a human being, like any other human being., We were net raising a
"Black" human being, or a "Yellew" human being, We were going te raise Victer
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a5 a human beine, That is the Black is secondary, just like the fact that we are
white is secendary, he is a human being. We almest did net get & child, though.
Seeing Victor, new, at 13, not to brag, I think that we have succeeded, he is a
delightful young adelescent,
Well, from what I perceive, I agree with that. Let me ask you with regard te your
children, and your ewn committment, hoew do yeu feel about patrietism and loyalty
to one's country? or are these issues you don't deal with?
Oh I del I do. We votel
De you think of yourself as an American, or de you think of yourself as a member
ef a larger cemmunity?

I think of myself as an American, although Iam not & very patrietic American.

I will net wave a flag, I feel strongly that everyone should votel
You mentiened that your children are conscientious objectors.
Yes, and we are working on Victor. That goes with Quakerlism and, maybe, that is
what I like about the quaker approach, There are other ways of saving humanity
besides fighting.
Would that be applicable to what happened in Germany, do you think? or is it
semething which yeou haven't thought about? or are you net relating the two?
Yes, I heard from semeene who lived through the war in Norway and Germany -
Germany having cenquered Norway during the Spring of 1640 - that person said
that the Norwegians about whom we were talking thought about it., She was in a
concentratien camp. She was a Quaker, a Nerwegian Guaker, They used the passive
resistance approach, the nen-vielent approach I guess, against the Germans. They
just did not coeperate, (That hewever was by no means the attitude of the majerity
of the Norwegians who used their rugged countryside, with easy contact te seaborn
British suppert to harass the German occupiers). The American Kevolutien got
started by us net ceoperating with buying English geods and not ceoeperating with
the stamp act, Just, while teaching American Histery, I was thinking about that,
The Beston Tea Party was a neon-violent actlion, Eventually something happens.,
It's sort of mute., Histery did not tuxrn eut that way. I den't knew what weuld
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have happened, I am sure that the Germans, eventually, weuld have -~ or semeone
slse would have dene Hitler in, Hitler was already done in by the time America
entered the war, That is sert of a mute guestion, What would have happened if?

Let me just ask yeu two baslc questiens here. How de you feel about Israel? De

you have a leyalty te Israel? An interest in Israel? Specifically ceming back

te your Zienist days,

I am not a Zionist., I have ceusins ever there, I guess that 1 admire Israel,

I think that they de seme stupld things at times, I wish that they were slightly
mere nen-vielent, quite often, but at the same time there is a certain vivaclousness,
a certzin excitement there,

Do you persenally ldentify with Israel, as a Jew?

Nel

Do you refrain from debating Israel because yeu are a Jew?

Ne! Ne! It is interesting theugh, I weuld sometime, maybe, like te see it, to
visit there, Just eut eof curiesity, Ne, I would not want te ge there, Ne, I am

an American. No, there are ether places where I would rather live, if I had te live
elsewhere, besides Israel, I am saying that new. I weuld be unhappy if my children
went there,

It seems that at thls peint we are entering a new cencern abeut a nuclear war,

In yeur perception ef Werld affalrs de yeu have any fears grewing out ef yeur
earlier experiences?®

I have fears!

We all have fears,

I have streng feelings abeut Reagan.

De you think that it is all related te what happened te you.

I would say that I was almest tee young fer that, but everything shapes eut ef
your early childheed. QK7

You doen’'t get any anxliety because of that,

Ne. I am net abeut te dive inte an air raid shelter, We have net built an air

raid shelter, My sen David has seme land in British Celumbia which I am urging
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him net te sell, It is semeplace te ge, if things get werse.
When we hear abeut the pending disaster, is there any recall te your early
experience er hew de yeu deal with it.
Ne! Ne! I think that I pretty much deal with it as reality. In my dealings with
kids and with Psychelegy I realize that reality is that we are here, what happened
before shapes yeur life, but yeu can't change that. Put all ef that behind yeu!
But there is ne ¢ ifferent feeling because of 1t, You mentiened the acquiescence,
Yes, there are things fer which I will fight. Semetimes I fight things. I tend
te be a fighter and I think that this is partly because ef having seen the
acquiescence befere, Hew can yoeu medify yeur epinien easily?
My last questien is, and yeu aluded te the answer several times in what yeu said,
1 was geing te ask yeu whether what happened te you#s a2 child has strengthened
your ability te cepe or weakened yeu., Obvieusly yeu are a strenger persen because
of the experiences.
Yes, I am%ure that yeu asked me this tefere, The 2 things which are guldelines for me
ares In my yeuth it was, as I salds "Die Gedanken sind freil™ meanings “The theughts
are free and ne ene can catch them, ne ene can guess them; yeu can have them at
any time and they are yeurs, I feel that very strengly. In later years it has been
a peem by Tan Malcelm (transcriber is net certain ef the name) which gees:

"I admit it, he drew a circle which shut me eut

Heretic rebelled the thing te flaunt

But Levin had the wit te run

We drew a circle which teek hiﬂid‘
That sert ef stayed with me as well as some ef the ether sayings ef Templin,
That 1s a fine cenclusien which I have had and I thank yeu, It has been a fine
experience,
Well, thank yeu, Thank yeu fer this interview, It is kind ef neat te have te think
abeut it, se I sheuld thank yeu. It alse has helped me in clearing my theughts,
If yeu want te, at any time, te tell us things which came up, I weuld be mest

appreciative, It has been a mest reflective experience,
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