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Reference-l've Got an App for That!

T

hese days, it seems
there's an app for
everything. So it
should come as no surprise that several reference
publishers are producing apps for Apple- and
Android-based tablets
and phones. Why should
reference publishers develop apps? "Our focus is
on helping libraries reach
new users where they reside. We believe that one of the most
effective ways to do this is through apps," says Nader Qaimari,
senior vice president of marketing for Cengage Learning. Mike
Robinson, e-book sales and marketing manager at Oxford University Press, agrees, stating, "Apps represent a means by which
people all over the world are using devices to help them. We provide authoritative content to meet people's reference needs, and
it's important to us to do so in the most useful ways possible."
Gale/Cengage, OUP, and a host of other reference publishers
have a variety of apps available. A sampling follows:

DK
DK is a natural fit for bold, colorful, interactive apps, as evidenced
by their print offerings. DK provides a variety of travel apps for the
iPad, iPhone/Touch, and Android devices. The company offers full
city guides for the iPad and "Top Ten" apps for the iPhone and iPod
Touch on cities like London, Paris, New York, and Washington, D.C.
In addition to the travel apps, DK also offers a number of reference
apps, including The Human Body. This app offers hundreds of photographs, haptic feedback, videos, and all the in-depth information a
DK book could offer, conveniently formatted for an iPad.The Quick
Cook iPad app offers hundreds of recipes, meal combinations, menu
choices, and shopping lists, all perfect for reading in the kitchen. For
a list of the DK travel apps, visit http:/ /traveldk.com/apps.

the coming months. You can check out the Britannica Kids offerings at www.apps.eb.com and the new subscription app at
http:/ /itunes.apple.com/us/app/id447919187?mt=8.
GALE/CENGAGE LEARNING

Gale first stepped into the world of apps in 2009, with its

AccessMyLibrary app. It has launched three free versions of
AccessMyLibrary (school, public, and academic). The public edition
uses GPS to find public libraries within a 10-mile radius of the user's
location and then provides free access to credible Gale online resources. The school and college editions provide 24/7 access to one's
school or college Gale online resources. Gale also recently launched
two iPad apps focused on its book titles: jungleSpeak and Memoirs of
a Goldfish. The ]ungleSpeak app is based on Gale's Grzimek's Animal
Life and includes animal sounds and videos, detailed animal descriptions, and quick facts. This app is sold in packages ranging in price
from free to $1.99. Memoirs ofa Goldfish (Sleeping Bear Press) is an
interactive read-along version. This $4.99 app features a read-to-me
or read-it-myself feature. For more information on the Gale/Cengage apps, visit www.gale.cengage.com/apps/.
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

OUP offers more than 100 apps for iOS and Android devices.
In fact, the content currently available in apps would fill 55,000
printed book pages. With OUP apps, users can find the definition and derivation of words using dictionaries for American and
British English speakers derived from the Oxford English Corpus of more than two billion words. And anyone can find out
more about topics in a variety of subjects in encyclopedic apps
that range across the arts and sciences. Several products include
OUP medical content, which lends itself well to the app format
in terms of functionality and overall portability for end users.
For instance, doctors and clinicians can diagnose ailments using
medical-reference apps in the Oxford Handbooks series. Oxford
apps range in price from $4.99 for a basic language dictionary up
to about $60 for the most robust medical apps. The most popular
dictionary apps are also available for Blackberry.

ElSEVIER

Elsevier recently launched NeuroApps: MRI Atlas ofHuman White
Matter for the iPad. This app allows the user to find, visualize,
and learn to identify the major pathways through the brain and
their proximity to key neuroanatomical structures. A unique
three-page-view format allows the user to compare brain sections
side by side as well as manipulate images. Links to Science Direct,
PubMed, and BrainNavigator are also available.
ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA

Britannica has launched a variety of adult and children's apps for
iOS devices. The first three apps, designed for elementary students in grades 1-6, were launched in August 2010. Since then
nine additional topics have been developed, complete with images, videos, and games. Children's apps retail for $4.99 and, for
the most part, are stand-alone apps. Additional apps include the
concise and complete versions of Encyclopaedia Britannica. The app
is free for the initial download and offers access to about 100 articles and special features. For an additional $1.99 per month, users
can access the full encyclopedia (a wifi/3G connection is required
for access). Britannica expects the app to launch worldwide in
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WILEY

Are there apps for dummies? Yes! Wiley offers nearly 30 apps from
a variety of titles in its For Dummies series for iPhone or iPod
Touch. Foreign-language skills, cooking and wine, photography,
and test practice are just some of the subjects of the apps available. Prices range from $.99 to $9.99. Check out the Dummies
Mobile page here: www.dummies.com/Section/id-61 1589.html.
Additional Wiley apps. on a variety of topics can be found at
www. wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id -404142.html.
WoRLD BooK

World Book's World ofAnimals iPad app features photos, video,
animal sounds, and a game. This Day in History is an interactive
multimedia calendar that displays historical events for any selected day, along with photos, music, and speeches. The full content
of the World Book Encyclopedia is also available as an app.
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