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I am happy
to welcome you into the Wright State Alumni Association, which is
hereby created." With those 21 words on June 23, 1968, then president
Brage Golding welcomed Wright State University's first graduating class
and created the WSU Alumni Association. Three-hundred-and-forty-eight
students made history that hot summer day when they graduated in
Wright State University's first commencement ceremony.
Guests came with umbrellas, prepared for showers. But the clouds
parted, the sun came out for the 3 p.m. ceremony that filled the Founders
Quadrangle with family and friends, and umbrellas were unfurled to provide
shade from the sun. Festooned with ribbons and a giant 68 in recognition
of the Class of '68, the Allyn Hall balcony overlooking the moat served as
the stage for the speakers and the presentation of diplomas.
The Rev. George Lucas of Bethel Baptist Church and a member of the
WSU Board of Trustees delivered the invocation. Dr. John U. Monro,
a former dean of Harvard College who left Harvard to become director
of freshman studies at Miles College, a historically black college in
Birmingham, Ala., delivered the commencement address.
Wright State had opened its doors in September 1964 as a branch
campus of Miami and The Ohio State University but did not become Wright
State University until October 1967, when the Ohio Legislature officially
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chartered it. By 1968, it had come of age, graduating its first
class who, in turn, became the first Wright State University
alumni.
There was another first that day- one that would set the stage for
what has become a hallmark of our university: accessibility. The very first
degree awarded by Wright State that day was given posthumously to
Mark Stewart Schramm of Kettering. Stricken by a degenerative physical
disability, Schramm had accelerated his academic program to earn
his B.S. degree in business administration. On the dean's list for three
consecutive trimesters, Schramm was set to finish his degree in December
1967. Sadly, he died in an accident in the fall of 1967, before his dream
was fulfilled. The Wright State Board of Trustees passed a resolution
that Mark's pursuit of excellence, despite the hardships of his disability,
symbolized the "high purposes" of the founding of the university and that
the first degree would be awarded to him posthumously. And so it was.
Since that day, Wright State University has changed the lives of more
than 78,000 graduates, 34,000 of whom live and work in Ohio and the
Miami Valley. Please join us in February for our first-ever All-Class Reunion,
when we celebrate the first trailblazers- the Class of '68- and all those
who have followed in their footsteps.

Steven Christian, B.S. '68 and M.B.A. '71, has vivid
memories of WSU's commencement in June 1968.
"It was really hot," he says of the commencement
on the quad. His family celebrated with a party at
their house after the ceremony. Several faculty from
the college stopped by, including Joseph B. Black Jr.,
dean of the division of business administration, and
Dick Williams, who today serves as associate dean
and associate professor of finance in the Raj Sain
College of Business.
The first graduates had their choice of alma mater.
"We had an option of taking a Miami degree or a
Wright State degree," says Christian. Christian chose
Wright State. "You only get one chance to be the first
graduating class of a university," he said, "so a lot of
us felt that it was worth it.
"We missed out on some things," he says. "We
didn't have the sports, the fraternities, or the social
life. But there were a lot of other things. We got to
know our professors in ways that you didn't at bigger
schools. I had a lot of beers with professors at the
Airway Inn."
Actually, they did have sports .. .of a sort. "I
remember our first basketball game," he said. "They
just rounded up a bunch of us, and we played Sinclair
Community College at a local elementary school. I was
not a basketball player," he stresses with a smile. "I
just got recruited to fill up bench space."
Vic Cassano donated the uniforms. "They had a big
piua on the back and our number was spelled out in
pepperoni," said Christian. Sinclair won the big game.
"The score was something like 127 to 96. We scored a lot of points,
but we gave up a lot of points," he says.
Christian was here the day the new university opened its doors
for the first day of class on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 1964. The Dayton
Daily News chronicled that day in a front page article titled "New
University Off and Running." The story included a photo of a group
of new students gathered in the Allyn Hall lobby, which was the
only building on campus in those days.
Christian was not in the photo. With an explanation reminiscent
of those heard from today's students, although with a twist, he
says, "I was probably looking for a parking space-out in the
cornfield. They didn't have the parking lots paved that first day. The
farmer who owned the land was still harvesting corn. We were
literally parking in a corn field to the south of Allyn Hall."
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Saturday, Feb. 17
College Outstanding Alumni Awards Brunch

Dr. Kim Goldenberg recognition
10 a.m.-noon, Berry Room, Ervin J. Nutter Center
Presentation of the annual College Outstanding Alumni Awards
and a celebration of the presidency of Kim Goldenberg.

Thursday, Feb. 15
Women's Basketball Reunion

6 p.m.-halftime of women's basketball game
Alumni Association Suite 118, Ervin J. Nutter Center
Come and see your former teammates as you watch the Lady
Raiders play Detroit. Stay for the weekend and enjoy all the
Alumni Reunion festivities. No charge for this event.

Friday, Feb. 16
College of Nursing and Health Open House and Reception

4-6:30 p.m., University Hall
Presentation/demonstration of the latest technology used in
the WSU Learning Resource Center. "Sim-man and Harvey" are
two mannequins featuring interactive instruction.
"Rowdy Gras" A New Orleans Monte Carlo

7 p.m.-midnight, Mclin Gym, Ervin J. Nutter Center
Come enjoy this "Big Phat Party" Mardi Gras style. There will
be plenty of gaming, black jack, roulette, slots, and a Texas
hold 'em tournament. This evening is for fun and chips will be
cashed in for chances to win great prizes! The $10 admission
will get you $3,000 worth of chips and two drink tickets. Food,
music, and plenty of fun also provided!

American Humanics Reunion

10 a.m.- noon, Atlantis Room, E157 Student Union
Graduates with an American Humanics certificate are invited
to this inaugural meeting of the newly formed American
Humanics Alumni Society.
College of Engineering and Computer Science

Family Fun with Engineering
Noon-1 p.m., Mclin Gym #3, Nutter Center
Engineering design projects for kids and their parents to
experience.
College of Liberal Arts Reunion

Noon-halftime of basketball game
Party Deck 3, Concourse Level, Nutter Center
Liberal Arts grads, don't miss this opportunity to reconnect
with your fellow graduates from the college! You'll also have
the chance to see some of your favorite retired faculty and
staff members.
WSU Men's Basketball Game

1-3 p.m., Ervin J. Nutter Center
See the Raiders take on an opponent to be determined in the
ESPN Bracket Buster event!

For more information visit www.wright.edu/alumni

~·
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All Athlete Reunion
3-5 p.m., Setzer Pavilion/Mills-Morgan Center
Make sure not to miss this opportunity to reconnect with your
teammates and other former WSU athletes! Admission is free .
Model U.N. Reunion
3- 5 p.m., Alumni Association Suite 218, Ervin J. Nutter Center
Calling all former Model U.N. participants! Don't miss the
chance to catch up with old friends.
Raj Soin College of Business
Alumni Open House and MTC Trading Room Demonstration
3-5 p.m., Rike Hall Lobby
Enjoy a reception with hors d'oeuvres and refreshments
following the game. See a demonstration of the new state-ofthe-art MTC Technologies Trading Center!
African American Alumni Society Reception
3:30-6 p.m., Endeavour Room, ET 56 Student Union
Come and reminisce about the old days at Wright State
University with fellow graduates. Enjoy refreshments and the
smooth jazz sounds of the Khalid Moss quartet.
Reunion Banquet
7 p.m.-midnight, Apollo Room, Student Union
This dinner will honor and recognize the first graduates of
Wright State University. Members of the classes of 1967 and
1968 and their friends will enjoy dinner and dancing. All alumni
are invited, so come back and help us honor the first of this
great university's graduates! Admission is $20.

College Outstanding Alumni Award Winners!
David H. Albright, '75 B.S.,'77 M.S. School of Graduate Studies
Kevin A. Bell, '95 B.S.Ed., '98 M.Ed. College of Education and
Human Services
Janet L. Cummings, '92 Psy.D. School of Professional
Psychology
Thomas F. Gavagan, '82 M.D. Boonshoft School of Medicine
Darrell Gill, '85 B.A. College of Liberal Arts
John Granger, '79 B.S.Ed., '83 M.Ed. Lake Campus
Jamie King, '80 B.S.B. Raj Sain College of Business
Mary E. Murphy, '89 M.S. WSU- Miami Valley College of
Nursing and Health
Stephen J. Saleh, '78 B.S., '81 M.S. College of Engineering and
Computer Science
Michael W. Zebrowski, '75 B.S. College of Science and
Mathematics
Join us as we honor and welcome our newest class of
Outstanding Alumni for 2007 and celebrate the presidency
of Kim Goldenberg at the Eighth Annual College Outstanding
Alumni Awards on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2007 in the Ervin J.
Nutter Center Berry Room. Brunch begins at 10 a.m. followed
by the award presentation. Please RSVP your attendance by
Friday, Feb. 9, 2007, to Kathy Kuntz at kathy.kuntz@wright.edu
or (937) 775-2620.
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In 1967, Rolling Stone magazine debuted. A first-class stamp cost a nickel.
Congress created PBS. And after three years as a branch campus of Miami
University and The Ohio State University, Wright State University was officially
chartered by the Ohio Legislature.
2007 marks the 40th anniversary of Wright State University ... and so on for the
rest of the story.
Throughout 2007, Wright State will be celebrating its anniversary in grand
style with cultural events, national speakers, entertainment, an all-class
reunion, and more.
Here are just some of the events that are planned. Check www.wright.edu
this winter for details about all the celebrations.

January 10, 2007

Harry Belafonte
1 p.m.-Student Union
Apollo Room

Musician, actor and social
activist Harry Belafonte will
speak to help celebrate the
anniversary of the Bolinga
Black Cultural Resources
Center, the university's Martin
Luther King celebration and as
part of the Presidential Lecture
Series.

January 30, 2007
Wangari Maathai
7 p.m.-Student Union
The 2007 Honors Institute
and the Presidential Lecture
Series will present Wangari
Maathai, the 2004 Nobel
Peace Prize Winner, who will
present "Empowerment and
the Escape from Poverty."

January 31, 2007
Tony Hall
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.Student Union
The 2007 Honors Institute
Symposium will feature Tony
Hall, former U.S. Ambassador,
U.S. Congressman, and threetime nominee for the Nobel
Peace Prize, who will present
"Changing the Face of Hunger,"
based on his book of the same
name.

March 1, 2007
Richard Florida
7 p.m.-Student Union
SOCHE and the Presidential
Lecture Series are combining
to bring social theorist and
public intellectual Richard
Florida to campus. Author
of The Rise of the Creative
Class, Florida believes that
human creativity is the engine
of economic growth and that
for the first time in history,
economic growth depends
on the further development
of a wide spectrum of human
capabilities.

April 13, 2007
Edward James Olmos
The Presidential Lecture for
"Quest for Community: A Call
to Action" will feature actor
and activist Edward James
Olmos. Considered by many to
be the voice of Latin America
in Hollywood and around the
nation, Olmos is active in
many causes.

February 15-17, 2007
All Alumni Class Reunion
See story on Page 4 for details.

40TH ANNIVERSA RY
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A Hot Plate for our Car
COLLEGIATE LICENSE PLATES not only show your pride
in Wright State, they support the general WSU Scholarship Fund.
A plate may be purchased through any deputy registrar for an
additional $35, with $25 going to the Collegiate Licensing
Scholarship Fund here at WSU. Remember, affinity plates,
which display a personalized word or phrase, are not part of the
collegiate program and do not generate funds for WSU.

www.oplates.com
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