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Students rally in remeberanc e of
17-year-old 's controversial death
Reilly Dixon
News Writer
dixon.121@wright.edu

"Students need to understand that
this is history in the making. Since
Trayvon Martin died, youth all over
America have banded together to
make a difference - our rally will be no
exception."
Jarrod Williams, a junior at Wright
State and president of Black Men on
the Move, said this before the "Who's
Inside the Hood" event on Friday,
March 30.
The event was in commemoration
for Trayvon Martin - students rallied
and marched with their hoods up, as to
pay homage to the black teenager that
was cruelly murdered last month.
On that sunny Friday morning,
students marched in silence to Meijer
to purchase iced tea and Skittles - the
items Martin had when he was killed.
The march was followed by a series of
prolific speeches in the Atrium.
According to those who organized
the event, the collective goal was
to raise awareness about injustices
that occur at both a micro and macro
level, as a result of racial profiling,
stereotyping and acting on one's
prejudices in a discriminatory way.
However, the commemorative event
was not in solidarity with Martin
because of his skin color. Those who
participated in the march/rally were
advocating his innocence as a human
being.
As we all know, the media has
taken this issue and ran with it. New
facts, perspectives, and more "sides
of the story" have been exposed to the
public eye faster than anyone could
have imagined. As a result, the murder
of a teenage boy has spiraled out of
control, not only into a "race issue" but
into a nationwide controversy.
Despite how tragic Martin's death
was and still is, some may consider
him a martyr - his death was a .
somber reminder of the struggles
and "suspicions" many minorities in
the United States have to face on a
daily basis. Perhaps the media was
unjustified in turning Martin's murder
into a "racial flare-up." However,
that's what it has become and we must
all take it with a grain of salt and act
accordingly.
While we try to absorb and digest
all of the information we can about
the matter, none of us can truly
know every aspect of the events that
transpired on the night of February
26 - the night of Martin's death. We
can merely speculate (and evidently
work ourselves into an often irrational
frenzy).
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Nevertheless, there are some facts
that we do know.
For example, the 17-year-old,
was in Sanford, Florida to visit
some relatives. They live in a gated
community that is within walking
distance to a 7-Eleven. Martin had just
returned from the convenience store
with an iced tea and a bag of Skittles.
George Zimmerman, a neighborhoodwatch volunteer, saw Martin walking
and proceeded to call 911.
Quotes from Zimmerman's alleged
emergency call are as follows:
"Hey, we've had some break-ins in
my neighborhood and there's a real
suspicious guy."
"This guy looks like he's up to no
good or he's on drugs or something."
"These [expletive], they always get
away."
After saying the final quote,
Zimmerman was asked by the 911
operator if he was pursuing Martin, to
which he responded that he was.
"We don't need you to do that," said
the operator. At any rate, Zimmerman
continued to do so.
In a separate call, made by a local
resident, blood curdling screams and
cries for help can be heard in the
background. Beyond these facts, a few
scrapes on Zimmerman's body, his
word, and the corpse of Martin with a
bullet-hole in his chest (from a 9 mm)
are the only clues that remain.
Now as to whether or not
Zimmerman has been telling the truth,
acting in self defence in his killing
ofTrayvon (under the "Stand Your
Ground" law in Florida), is for the
judicial circuit to decide.
Even though the ultimate decision
comes down to a judge, the nation
has still been crying for justice to be
delivered: "George Zimmerman should
be locked up!"
Wright State is not the only one
who has protested the injustice of
Zimmerman's current freedom. Rallies
all over America have sprung up in
response to young Martin's death.
Reverend Al Sharpton, a veteran
civil rights leader, has championed
the majority of the large protests in
Florida.
We, as avid media consumers, must
be able to form a legitimate, rational
judgement on the issue concerning
why Martin was killed - after all, isn't
that what all of the controversy is
over?
Before hitting the streets with our
picket signs or getting into arguments
over the innocence of an overlydefensive and trigger-happy man, we
must do our research.
We have to ask ourselves, "is
the news source from which I

the

am receiving my 'unknowable'
information -- about the events that
transpired on the night of Martin's
death and what was going on in
Zimmerman's head at the time -credible?"
Instead of pointing fingers at
specific parties in this issue, we must
first determine whether this was a race
issue, a privatization issue, a guncontrol issue or an issue concerning
Florida's questionable laws that protect
self defense. Once we figure that out,
then we will be able to conceive what,
exactly, has exacerbated our nation's
ugly habit of the unfair and biased
treatment of minorities.
Many may criticize George
Zimmerman for racially profiling

Travyon Martin by saying he was up to
"no good", by just seeing the color of
his skin and his hoodie.
Are we not just as bad, though, for
profiling Zimmerman and making
hasty assumptions about the situation
in which they were both involved?
None of us were there and will
never know the series of events and
emotions that lead to the death of a
studious and friendly, 17-year-old's
death.
May Trayvon Martin rest in peace
and may the suffering of his family be
alleviated by the fair, judicial decision
made over the possible incarceration
of his assailant.

Student holds a sign expressing the views of the "Inside the Hood" march participants.

What do you think about
the Trayvon Martin
case?
Tell us at WWW.
'facebook.com/ ·
theguardianonline
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WSU student crowned CW star
Reilly Dixon
News Writer
dixon.12l@wright.edu

Wright State senior Brandy Zapata,
was crowned Dayton's CW star.
Zapata, Assistant Speaker of the House
in WSU's student government, and a
mass communications major, won the
competition, making her the face and
voice of Dayton's famous television
network.
Since Zapata won the competition,
her life has become a turbulent roller
coaster. Daily, she faces a large amount
of interviews, meetings, performances
and plugs for the CW.
The Guardian was fortunate enough
to sit down and speak with the humble,
new star.

The Guardian: Do you have any
interesting hobbies, Brandy?
Zapata: I love singing, dancing,
and acting. Recently, I've been
dancing in jazz, hip-hop, tap, and
clogging.
The Guardian: Why did you apply
to be Dayton CW's next star?

Zapata: I knew someone that was a
semi-finalist, last year - the CW's first
competition. She seemed to have a lot
of fun. I also thought it'd be a really
cool opportunity to work with the CW.
I thought to myself, if the CW does
this again, it'd be worth a shot. I'd
have nothing to lose. Once I saw the
advertisement for the audition and saw
that I had nothing to do that Saturday, I
was there.
The Guardian: What caught your
attention about the competition?
Zapata: Well, the winner would
get to basically be a spokesperson
for the CW - it' 11 be such an amazing
experience! The winner gets to be the
face of Dayton, they'lll get to be on
online and TV, and they'll get to be
offered an internship with Dayton's
CW. Since I'm graduating in June, and
the internship lasts a year, it seemed
like a fabulous opportunity.
The Guardian: Wow. The
competition seems like a great way
to get your foot in the door! Describe
what auditioning was like.
Zapata: I had to start by filling out

AM Management
Summer Work Program
FREE housing in a setect building with
FULL-TIME employment, above minimum wage
LIMITED POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Previous summer employees must reapply

10-15 HOUSEKEEPING POSITIONS - cleaning,
bed configurations, floors, etc ·
1 OFFICE POSITION that will include data entry
and auditing
2 GROUNDS POSITIONS that will include
mowing, mulch, fertilizing, grounds pick-up, etc
2 MAINTENANCE POSITIONS that will include
parts runner, light maintenance tasks, etc
Check out our website!
www.wright.edu/housing/amsumme r
You may apply online, or pick up an
application at any of the community offices or
. the Office of Residence Services. Applications
are due no later than
Tuesday, April 24, 2011 at 4:00pm
For further information, please contact Housing
Maintenance at 77 5-4141.
w
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been doing with your newly acquired
stardom?
Zapata: Basically, I've been
working 20 hours a week at the station.
I have to go out to a bunch of events.
Tonight, actually I' 11 be singing - and
filmed - at Hoops for Smiles, which is
a charity event. This coming Thursday,
I' 11 be at opening night for the Dayton
Dragons, at Fifth-Third Field. I won't
be singing the National Anthem, but
I'll be walking around, promoting the
Dayton CW. You know: glammin' it
up.

a form describing myself, what I'm
interested in, experiences on camera
and my experiences in video editing.
In the actual audition, they asked the
entrants how much they knew about
the CW and why we thought we'd
make a good star for the station. They
actually had me sing ... which I was not
prepared for.

The Guardian: Excellent! What
did you to sing?
Zapata: I sang "Good Enough"
by Evanescence. I really like
Evanescence, so this was the first song
that come to mind.

The Guardian: Have you met any
celebrities since you won?
Zapata: I haven't met any major
stars ... yet! But I have met plenty
of news anchors from the Dayton
area - which has been cool. They're
television personalities, so they're
like celebrities, I suppose. I also get to
interview a band, tomorrow night.

The Guardian: How many others
entered the competition?
Zapata: There were about 70 to 80
other applicants, in total. There were
two different audition days. So, the
judges pick a top nine and 25 semifinalists. The 25 semi-finalists had to
compete for the 10th spot. Thankfully,
I was initially put in the top nine.
The Guardian: Did you get to see
any of the other auditions?
Zapata: No, I didn't see any, but
I got to hear only a couple of them. I
was the second one to audition, and
once it was over, I didn't stick around
for the rest of the competition.
The Guardian: What steps did
you take in preparation for the
competition?
Zapata: Honestly, I wanted to
go into my audition as naturally a
possible, but I still had to do a bit of
research. Although I like some of the
shows - Supernatural, Gossip Girl, and
Vampire Diaries, but I still wanted to
see beforehand what their website has
to offer and things like that.
The Guardian: What about you
do you think "wow"ed the judges the
most? Go ahead, toot your own horn.
Zapata: Well, I've been a vocalist
for a really long time and I've been
a dancer since I was 3, so those
things have really helped my ability
to perform on the spot. I think that's
impressive to a lot of people.
The Guardian: It most definitely
is. Now, though, let's talk about your
victory. What was the first thing you
did once you found out you were the
next star?
Zapata: Oh my gosh, I was
freaking out. I was shocked. After I
calmed down from winning, a frienq
and I went to the midnight premiere of
The Hunger Games. It was a fantastic
movie. I read the books, and I have to
say that the movie stayed true to the
original storyline and did a great job
with casting.

The Guardian: Elaborate on how
this experience is going to help you in
the future.
Zapata:! think this experience
will be a huge step in the right
direction. I' 11 have to do a lot of
video editing, which will definitely
help me in building a professional
portfolio. Without this competition,
I wouldn't have otherwise been able
to make something that'll help me
so much with future employment
opportunities.
Plus, another perk of being the
CW's star is that I have an allowance
for wardrobe. I get so many nice
clothes that I'll be using on camera for
many years to come. I'll be learning
how to do my makeup for the camera.
The CW stylists actually just cut off 5
inches of my hair - which is still kind
of freaking me out.
The Guardian: I bet. That's a
pretty drastic change! Lastly, what do
you plan to do after graduation?
Zapata: Well, after I graduate in
June, I'll still be working for the CW
- at least until next March. Depending
on the opportunities that are available
through the CW, I could potentially
stay in the area. I might get involved
with another aspect of the CW. Ideally,
I'd like to be a news anchor. I don't
particularly want to stay in Ohio; the
West coast has been calling my name
for a long time. It's also possible that
I would pursue acting. I would love to
star in a movie or a TV show.

DAYTON

The Guardian: So what's the
game-plan now? What have you
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Skin health
important
for Wellness
Program
Megan Constable
Wright Life Writer
constable.3@wright.edu

Since spring came early this year, it
is especially important for students to
protect their skin from the sun. There
are multiple ways in which people
can avoid the risks created by sun
exposure.
According to Anne Larger, RN,
Coordinator of Comm~tmity Outreach,
the worst thing students can do to their
skin is to be in the sun without any
protection.
"You need to always use sunscreen
with SPF 15 or higher," said Larger.
Larger suggests students apply
sunscreen on any part of their skin that
is exposed, including their lips and
behind the ears. It is also important to
wear sunscreen on cloudy days, since
the sun's UV rays can still damage the
skin.
Tanning booths and sun lamps are
just as dangerous.
"Some people think if they go to a
tanning booth they are safe, not so,"
·
said Larger.
It is most dangerous to be in direct
sunlight between 1Oam and 4pm. It is
important to be in shade or bring an
umbrella or something to protect you
from the sun. Wear sunglasses, cover
up and reapply sunscreen as needed.

According to Larger, too much sun
can cause: sunburn, cataracts, wrinkles
and increases the risk of skin cancer.
On April 10, Grand Lake Health
System will visit Wright State and
allow students to use their dermascan
machine, which checks for facial skin
damage. There will also be a registered
nurse available for questions and to
show students what to look for when
it comes to moles and bumps on their
skin.
"Almost all moles are normal but
any change is a sign of skin cancer,"
said Larger.
According to Larger, there are four
things to watch for when there is a
suspicious mole. Moles should be
asymmetrical so that, if folded in half,
each side would match. They should
have distinct borders, which means
they should be more circular. The color
of the mole should not change and the
diameter of the mole should not get
bigger.
Grand Lake Health System's
Wellness Program will be in the
entrance of the Student Union from
I lam to 1 :30pm.
"We hope to see many students on
April 1Qth !" said Larger.

Relax your fee t,
tak e a seat

Megan Constable
Wright Life Writer
constable.3@wright.edu

Horatio Blanzy, President of the
Anthropology Club, wants something
that others take for granted every day.
He wants the workers in the Hanger
and Student Union to have seats.
Blanzy grew up in England, where
things run a little differently.
"In 2005 they recognized issues of
standing for a long period of time,"
said Blanzy. In Europe, workers have
seats to sit in so they are not standing
all day. Aldi, a German owned grocery
store, has seats for their employees.
Blanzy went to the House of
Representative s but they sent him to
Wright State's Food Management,
and they sent him to Sodexo, whom
employs the workers. After meeting
with multiple people, Blanzy was told
no.
"When you try to do good things
for people, it becomes a detriment to
someone else," said Blanzy.
According to hazards.org, standing ·
for long periods of time can lead to:
pain and swelling in the feet and legs,
bunions and corns, heel problems,

Achilles tendonitis, varicose veins, flat
feet, lower back pain, restricted blood
flow, immobilization and locking of
the joints, arthritis in the knees and
hip, stiff neck and shoulders, problems
in pregnancy, high blood pressure and
heart and circulatory problems.
"All you have to do is bring a seat
from the cafeteria," said Blanzy. "It
best exemplifies what's wrong with
society and how easy it is to fix some
of these problems."
According to Blanzy, he was told no
because of the costs of installing seats,
the unprofessionali sm and because
the workers in the kitchen would then
want seats as well.
Blanzy worked for 12 years in
retail. He experienced back, leg and
feet pain as a result of standing at his
job.
"Some militaries use standing as a
form of torture," said Blanzy.
Blanzy hopes that other students
will continue to request seats for the
workers after he leaves Wright State.
"If you fix this one thing, then
maybe more things would be easier to
fix," said Blanzy.

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMEN T HOMES

lltllf. AYA llAB lE

1 Bedroom Starting at $505
2 Bedroom Starting at $545
3 Bedroom Townhome Starting at $870

• Minutes from Campus
·Swimming Pool with Sun Deck
·Clubhouse with Pool Table & TV.
.• Private Balcony
• 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance
• 24 Hour On-Site Laundry Facilities
• Close to 1-675
• Pets Welcomed
• Co-signer's Welcomed
• Dishwashers
·Garbage Disposal
··Walk-In Closets
• Spacious Parking
• Air Conditioning
• Cable Ready
• High Speed Internet Access
• Certain Units Have Attached
Garages and W/D Hookups
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Cam pus Events
Thursday, April 5:
Music Education Lecture: 12:30pm
Schuster Hall CAC
Spring housing fair: 1Oam-2pm
Student Union Atrium
Friday, April 6:
Movie Release Friday: The Cold
Light of Day, American Reunion, Jeff
Who Lives at Home
International Coffee Hour- "Swing
Dancing": 3-4 pm El 90 Student
Union
Saturday, April 7:
Kickball Tournament: 12-Spm
Student Union Baseball Diamond

Campus
Queen of Hearts, Heart Checks:
10:30am-3 :30pm Student Union
Atrium
Queen of Hearts Coffee House:
8-1 Opm Rathskellar Student Union
Wednesday, April 11:
Java N Jazz: 11 :30am- l :30pm
Hearth Lounge Student Union
Fh~te Studio: 8pm Recital Hall CAC
Brown Bag Seminar: 12-1 pm E 190
Student Union
Presentation by Mme Daddah on
Mauritania: 4-5pm 244 Millett Hall

Monday, April 9:
Queen of Hearts Outdoor Games:
11 am-4 pm Student Union Atrium
and Gym

Thursday, April 12:
Queen of Hearts Pageant: 6-1 Opm
Student Union Atrium
WSU Blast from the Past/Early
Days: 5 :30-7pm Dunbar Library 4th
floor

Friday, April 13:
Tuesday, April 10:
Clue Party: 8-1 Opm Student Union
JTDMH Wellness Booth: Skin
Room
Endeavor
Oam1
can:
Education/Dermas
Cancer
lpm Student Services Area Lake

CRIME NOTES 2012
March 27: A student let an individual take her laptop to do
some repair work on it and has since been unable to contact
the individual. The individuals cell phone has since been
disconnected and the computer has been reported stolen.
$700 loss.
March 28: An individual lost her wallet while walking and
has been unable to locate it.
March 29: The driver side window of a parked car in lot 20
was busted open. There was damage on ·the driver side
door handle as though someone was trying to pry it off.
March 30: A physical fight occurred after a student was
posting things about her roommate on Twitter. While one
student was venting on the phone to her boyfriend, the
other roommate confronted her and the physical altercation
•
began.
March 30: There was a hit and run in parking lot 1. There
was damage to the right rear fender.

Com ing to Wrig ht StaJe :. N~w
York fash ion wee k spnn g trend s
Chandra Haynes
Contrinuting Writer
haynes.33@wright.edu

There's one easy way to combat everchanging fashion trends: develop your
own sense of style. Style is is my pasion.
Being different from the next person is
more important than fashion, especially for a mature woman. Yes, I follow
fashion, but from a very respectful
distance, and I advise everyone to do
the same. Look at everything offered,
but learn to cherry pick from the available choices.
From prints to cool new color combos, discover tons of new spring trends
for the warm-weather season ahead.
You'll find something you just can't
wait to put on among spring's pretty
prints and floral patterns .

a Plenty: Who said ponytails were
just for going to the gym or laying
around the house? This simple and
traditional style can dress up or down
any outfit. The Urban Wave: A low
maintenance, wet and wavy style that
looks great with bold colors.
Embellished Updos: Take your
updo to the next level with things such
as flowers, pearls, bows and mqre. Let
your creativity show.
Sophisticated Braids and Twists:

Spring trends
According to harpersbazaar.com, the
trend that dominated New York's spring
fashion week was flower power: a mixture
of eye-grabbing florals and tribal prints.
If attention grabbing isn't your thing,
then relax, sit back and put your feet up.
This season's chic yet slouchy loungewear
is worth staying in for.

Hair trends
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Local
news
Fairfield
Commons Mall in
Beavercrek will be
holding a Mothers'
Day Expo on May
5 from 11 a.m.-8
p.m. According
to Chelsea
White, marketing
coorciinator
for Fairfield
Commons, companies such as Avon,
Miehe Bags and MMG Cupcakes will
showcase merchandise that can't be
purchased in stores.

.Color Report ·

Hair blow out: Add life to
.straight, curly or wavy styles with
this volumnizing trend. Ponytails

Not your grandmothers french
braid! This style
makes any outting seem like a
walk down the red carpet.

Image taken from www.styleguru.com

the

Here are some of the eye-catching
colors you can expect to find in stores
this spring. Tangerine tango: An
eye-popping reddish orange that can
bring life to simple or complex styles
(pictured above).
Solar power: Light up any event
with this bright neon yellow that

guardian
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This picture of tangerine colored dresses is
taken from www.millionlooks.com

commands your attention. Bellflower:
Purple lovers can rejoice at this playful
take on lavendar. Cabaret: A rosehued take on magenta that will bring
out your feminine side. Margarita:
Similar to seafoam green, you can be the life of
. the party with this fiesta of a color.
Sodalite: A classic royal blue that takes after
its namesake mineral. Cockatoo: An aqua teal
that screams spring and nature. Driftwood and
starfish: Two playful browns that will make you
long for a day on the beach.

e.

com

PH

I Wednesday, April 4, 2012 rrn=GUARDIAN

7

Events happening on campus ·

A student showcases her drawing talents with a selfportrait at this years Arts Gala.

Students perform for tlJ,e patrons ofArts Gala, an event that raises funds for scholarships.

Students and/acuity listen to speakers at the rally in memory o/Trayvon Martin.

Students who participated in the Trayvon Martin march and rally stand together with their
hoods up for the rememberance of a lost young life. Read more about the march on pg. 3.

The patrons ofArts Gala mingle among the Creative Arts Center before the start ofthe
varied enterntainment.
All photos by: Chelsea Hall & Christian Cone - Lombarte I The Guardian

Layout by: Chelsea Hall I The Guardian
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Raide r Insider with Lynn Curylo
your team performed this weekend?"
Curylo: "I think they did really
well. They played together and
definitely took an advantage of the
mistakes Detroit made."

Minjeong Song
song.19@wright.edu
Contributing Writer

The WSU softball team is coming
off strong perfomances over the
The Guardian: "What is your team
weekend, in which the softball team
working on currently?"
swept Horizon League foe Detroit,
Curylo: "We are constantly
The girls won the three games
working on communication, and each
by scores of 3-1, 8-1, and 8-0 and
individual working on doing their
saw strong pitching and hitting
job, that is our focus every single day.
performances by the team. Only seven
If anything, today they are studying
hits were allowed by the WSU pitchers · and they are getting treatment for
in all three games combined while the
those individuals who have bump and
Raiders recorded over 30 hits in the
bruises. So they will get treatments,
three games.
but today they have the day off.
On Monday, Head Coach Lynn
We are constantly trying to keep it
Curylo took some time to discuss the
as simple as possible by focusing
season and give a little bit of insight
on communicating and doing their
into how she runs things on the
individual jobs."
softball diamond.
The Guardian: "Does the weather
affect the games for players?"
Curylo: "When we practice, we try
really hard to make sure that when it
is cold, we still go outside and when
it is raining, we still go outside so that
when we have to play a game in that
type of weather, we are ready for it. So
we try not to let it affect us at all."
The Guardian: "How do you think

The Guardian: "How do you
keep your team in top-notch physical
performance for each game?"
Curylo: "They lift during regular
season they lift at least twice a week,
just to try to maintain what they have
been doing·the off season. In the off
season, they are working and lifting at
least three times a week.and they try to
get some conditioning in at least in the
other two, and that starts when they get
here in September."

The Guardian: "How do you
evaluate your players as a coach
during games?"
Curylo: "They are actually
evaluated at practice. If they are
getting it done during practice, that
helps determine who is going to play
in the game. Once that opportunity
is earned in practice, they kind of
have an opportunity to hold on to that
spot in a game. Because if you think
about it, if you are not sure what they
are capable of and you put them in a
game, its almost as if you are gambling
out there, but if they are getting it done
out in practice, then the odds are they
are going to get it done during-the
game."
The Guardian: "What games are
they focused on for the future?"
Curylo: "We have Ball State here
on Wednesday, if is a single game.
Those are the just games, the midweek games are nice because they kind
of keep us tuned to what is coming
up over the weekend. And, we head
to Cleveland State this weekend for
qur third co:qference series. Cleveland
State is a big rival for Wright State
·so it is probably going to be a good
weekend."

The Guardian: "Do you have any
comment for your players?"
Curylo: "I am really impressed
with the way how Krystian DeWitt,
our sophomore pitcher, has been taken
on a great deal of innings. Every day,
she shows up wanting the ball and
she continues to get better with every
pitch, so she is really impressed me.
And, Chelsea Contant, she came in on
Sunday and helped us out as well, she
has been injured since January, so she
has been working her way back in. I
am pretty happy with her performance
as well on Sunday. Other players that
have been impressing me, Colleen
Schneider, I know you saw her two
home runs. She has been doing great at
executing at the plate so hopefully she
will stay hot. But again, in general, the
team as a whole was at our best when
they are all playing together and they
are there for each other."
The raiders currently sit at 4th place
in the Horizon League with a 4-2
record and an overall record of 1417. The team will be back in action
today at 3:00 p.m. against Ball State
University at the WSU Softball Field.
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Raiders ke ep it rollin w ith th re e
ga m e sw ee p ov er al p·araiso

Senior Jake Hibberd has one of the top batting average s/or the Raiders (.387)
and leads the team in RBis with 25 on the season.

Joe Kennar d
Sports Writer
kennard.8@wright.edu

When the Raiders struggled through
injuries and inconsistency in the early
part of the season, Head Coach Rob
Cooper didn't panic.
On a team predicted to finish first
in the Horizon League, talent wasn't

the issue. But Wright State started
the season 1-6 and looked sluggish.
Cooper believed a turnaround was
near once his players ignored the
expectations and focused on their
play.
They took Cooper 's advice and now
the wins keep coming.
This past weekend, WSU (15-10)
swept Valparaiso for its sixth straight

Tennis bo uc es ba ck
Joe Kennar d
Sports Writer
kennard.a@wright.edu

They've played on courts all around
the Midwes t this spring and faced a'
variety of opponents. But no matter
where Wright State travels, they leave
with a familiar result: victory.
With a 14-3 record, the Raiders
sit atop the Horizon League. The
standings, however, don't tell the
whole story. In most of their matchups
against other schools, WSU has
dominated the competition. As the
wins mount, so does the team's
momentum ahead of the conference
championships in Indianapolis April
27-29.

w

w

w.

Though opponents struggle to
make sense of the Raiders, the keys to
success are clear for the team.
"It's a mixture of a lot of things:
bard work as individuals and as
teams, a lot of effort, and a lot of
competitiveness and willingness to
fight as best we can," sophomore
Michal Lyzwa said.
Not even a loss to Xavier last
Wednesday slowed the Raiders down.
When they returned to the court
Sunday against Detroit, they remained
confident and punished the Titans 5-2.
"We certainly battled the elements
[against Detroit]," Lyzwa said. "It was
pretty windy and it was one of our first

win. Those victories, which pushed
their record to 9-1 in their last I 0
games, have the Raiders atop the
Horizon League.
"It was a good weekend for us,"
Cooper said. "I thought our guys really
competed well; we had good energy all
weekend. Our pitchers really pitched
well and our bullpen was fantastic."
The sweep against Valparaiso
required three hard-fought games.
In the series-opener, WSU won 7-6
in I 0 innings on Friday night. The
Raiders jumped out to a 5-0 lead after
two innings after first baseman Jake
Hibberd's two-run double and catcher
Corey Davis' two-run homer. They
stretched their lead to four runs in the
seventh, but the Crusaders were up for
a fight.
In the bottom half of the seventh,
the Raider pitching fell apart. Starter
Lee Valencheck's night ended after
he gave up two runs in the inning.
Reliever Jack van Hom didn't fare
better and gave up two game-tying
runs.
The Raider offense sputtered until
a late rally in the tenth inning. After
right fielder Tristan Moore and center
fielder Ryan Ashe reached base,
shortstop Justin Kopale knocked in the
game-winning run.
The next day, WSU held on for a
4-2 win.
Though Raider starter Cody
Kopilchack left the game before
recording an out, the Crusaders didn't
capitalize. Instead, Andrew Elliot
came in for long-relief and pitched five
innings of shutout ball.
The Raiders had their own trouble
at the plate, but finally woke up in the
fourth after Davis' second homer in
two games. WSU took the lead that
inning and didn't trail again.
The double-play tandem of Kopale
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Story contin ued on pg. 10
the

and second baseman Sam Picchiotti
paced the Raiders with two hits
apiece. But the star of the game was
the bullpen, which gave up only one
earned run in nine innings.
WSU's pitching dominance
continued in the series closer. Starter
Taylor Braun earned a 4-3 win with six
innings of two-run ball.
"He's a guy we've always had a
lot of confidence in," Cooper said
of Braun. "Last year, he started the
[Horizon League] championship
game as a freshman. He was slated to
be one of our top guys this year and
had a little set back with some arm
[problems]. Now we've finally gotten
him back."
Picchiotti had another muli-hit
game (3-4), while Hibberd and Moore
each added two hits. Moore knocke d
in two runs and gave the Raiders a 4-2
cushion heading into the ninth.
Before WSU clinched the sweep,
more drama followed.
Closer Michael Schum came in
and gave up three straight hits to
Valparaiso. With runners on first and
third with one out, Valparaiso had
momentum. But Schum relaxed and
retired the last two batters for the 4-3
win.
Despite the series win, Cooper still
sees room for improvement.
"We have to continue to play well,"
Cooper said. "There' s a lot of things
we can get better at. We can get better
at playing defense [and] offensively."
This week, the Raiders have plenty
of chances to extend their winning
streak. Youngstown State will visit
WSU this weekend for a three-g ame
series.
However the week unfolds , one
thing is clear: the Raiders are once
again the team to beat in the Horizon
League.
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WSU sports g U•ide For sports updates online.

theguardianonline.com/section/sports

Baseball

Softball

HORIZON LEAGUE
STANDINGS

HORIZON LEAGUE
STANDINGS

(as of Tuesday, April 3)

(as of Tuesday, April 3)

Wright State (7-2 HL, 15-10)

Wright State (4-2 HL, 14-17)

Valparaiso (4-5 HL, 8-17)

Youngstown State (5-1 HL, 19-6)

Milwaukee (4-5 HL, 8-16)

UIC (2-1 HL, 14-16)

Butler (5-4 HL, 15-13)

Valparaiso (6-0 HL, 20-10)

Youngstown State (2-7 HL, 4-22)

Cleveland State (1-5 HL, 8-26)

UIC (5-4 HL, 11-14)

Loyola (3-3 HL, 9-14)

Thursday, April 5
vs. Youngstown State 6:30 p.m.

Green Bay (0-3 HL, 10-12)
Detroit (0-6 HL, 7-22)
Butler (3-3 HL,9-21)

Friday, April 6
vs. Youngstown State 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 4
vs. Ball State 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 7
vs. Youngstown State 2:00 p.m.

Friday, April 6
at Cleveland State 3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, April 10
at Joe Nuxhall Classic 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 7
at Cleveland State 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 11
at Joe Nuxhall Classic TBA

Saturday, April 7
at Cleveland State

Friday, April 13
vs. Milwaukee 6:30 p.m.

Monday, April 9

The men's tennis team rebounded from a loss to Xavier with a victory over
Detroit this past weekend.

Story continued from pg. 9

vs. Dayton 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 14
vs. Milwaukee 2:00 p.m.

Men's Tennis
Thursday, April 5
at Louisville 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 7
vs. Butler 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, April 14
vs. Green Bay 2:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 21
at Youngstown State 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 22
at Cleveland State 3:00 p.m.

Women's Track
Saturday, April 7
at Miami Invitational
Friday, April 13
at Jesse Owens Classic

Monday, April 9
vs. Dayton 5:00 p.m.

Women's Tennis
Friday, April 6
vs. Oakland 1:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 7
vs. Butler 2:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 14
vs. Green Bay 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 15

matches outside on our home courts,
so we had a couple of factors to battle
there. Everyone pulled through and
rose to the challenge."
Navigating tough conditions is
something the Raiders have done all
year. On a squad with only one senior
and nine underclassmen, the team's
youth stands out. But that lone senior,
Martin Arguello, sets a positive tone
for the team with his leadership and
success on the court.
Along with Arguello, sophomore
Hayden Joblin provides a strong
one-two combination for WSU. Both
have 12-4 records in singles and help
support their teams in doubles.
Those records will be put to the
test this week with matchups against
Louisville on Thursday and Butler on

Sunday.
"Louisville's going to be a really
interesting game," Lyzwa said.
"They're a ranked school in the
nation. So it'll be tough, but it's a
learning experience. [With Butler]
we 're looking for a very competitive
and strong victory there. It won't be
easy, but we're going in with a lot of
confidence."
As the Horizon League
championships near, WSU may be
the team to beat. But complacency
isn't a characteristic of Head Coach
Sean McCaffrey's team. Despite all
their success, his players still want to
improve.
''I think we still need to work on
mental toughness and having that
ability to play two tight matches in a
day," Lyzwa said. "That'll be a key
thing for the championships."

vs. Milwaukee 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, April 21
at Youngstown State 6:00 p.m.

Men's Golf
Saturday, April

t

at NYX Hoosier Invitational
Saturday, April 14
at Jesse Owens Classic
Friday, April 20
at All-Ohio Championships

Sunday, April 8
at NYX Hoosier Invitational
Saturday, April 14
at Robert Kepler Intercollegiate

Men's.Golf
Sunday, April 15
at Robert Kepler Intercollegiate
Saturday, April 21
at Earl Yestingsmeier Invitational
Sunday, April 22
at Earl Yestingsmeier Invitational
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Math tutor needed for high school student 4 hrs/wk Will pay
above market Located in Kettering home Call Mark 609-0141
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NEW MATTRESS AND BOXSETS Overstock/Closeout. Twin-King
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50%-80% off retail. In plastic with a warranty. Call 937-668-5111.
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Friendly and reliable retail help wanted for Knickerbocker
Pools. Will work around classes, full or part time, various locations available, swimming pool and/or spa ownership helpful,
non smoking and drug-free, EOE, must be 18, have own transportation, and be available evenings, and weekends. Apply in
person at any Knickerbocker Pools location, or email resume to:
info~knickerbockemools.com

Dayton Pool Management is seeking a responsible and mature individual interested in joining our team. Job duties would
include but are not limited to: Working on a team to open seasonal swimming pools, must be hardworking, job does include
manual labor. Work hours are flexible. Pay rate is $8.75/hr.
Please call 937-395-1444 for more information.

The Social Network for Ridesharing
Brought to you by the Parking and Transportation Department and the Office of Sustainal;>ility

