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Believe it or not, bad videos can be the best �

ing 

Mi ssouri town declares war on violent slasher films of 

.tics 

or videos arc good or great 
movies that people either 
missed at the cinemas or 
liked so much they want to 

- see them again. These vid
eos need to have very little 
said about them. Their 

1e1 names are familiar to most 
0 or us. 
m The second type of 

video may be as familiar, 
but for a much different 
reason. These arc the "bad" 
movies. They are low 
budget flick with generally 
poor plots, terrible special 
effects, and bad acting. 

Iv· These are the movies you 

eOl 
jti ' By LARRY FRUHLING 
tbor. ©Copyright 1989. 
el USA TODAY/Apple Collegl· 
�a�n�~� lnformauon Network 

K SA CITY, Mo. -
- They're gory , they' re 
bloody and teen-agers Jove 
them - mainl y because 
"slasher' movies such a 
"Friday the 13th" and 
" ightmare on Elm Street" 
drive adults crazy. 

Some grossed-out 
adults in the Missouri Leg

ore islature criminalized the 
ctiz: rental of movies in the "I 

Spit on Your Grave" genre 
to people under 17 - but 
recently, a federal judge 
said,in essence: What about 
"Bambi"? 

Supporters of the 
"slasher movie" Jaw con
cede that they are on 
uncertain legal terrain. But 
they say something has to be 
done. 

"I can' t stand to see 
them," State Attorney Kelly 
Mescher said of such gore
drenched movies as "Friday 
the 13th," "Halloween" and 
"Nightmare on Elm Street" 
- all popular fare for teen
agers. But just as the law 
was to take effect late in 
August, U.S. District Judge 
D. Brook Bartlett issued a 
temporary order blocking 

"Cult films are especially fun to watch late at �
night or when you need to take a mental nap." �

the great cult flicks, which 
while not worth the six dol
lars, are often worth rent
ing. Cult films are espe
cially fun to watch late at 
night or when you need to 
take a mental nap. Their 
poor quality is often hilari
ous in a warped and brain 
dead sort of way. 

The crown prince of all 
cult movie - j ust slightly 

cnlorcement - citing , 
among other is. ues, the dif
fi culty in defining what 
might be consider d viol ent. 

The judge said even the 
D1 ·n y lassie could be 
caught by the ne law's 
definiti on of violence be
�c �a�u �s �~� hunters kill Bambi 's 
mother. 

Bartlett's order put:. off 
t:nforcement unul a more 
thorough heanng can be 
held - probably not before 
next spring. 

State Rep. Douglas Har
pool, a Springfield Demo
crat who championed the 
law, said other states are 
interested in 
the Missouri experiment. 
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of models of apartment flats 
with Godzilla being either 
the saviour of Tokyo or its 
destroyer, Godzilla vs. 
Mechagodzilla is a particu
larly amusing one. 

The plot is that an invad
ing race of aliens create a 
mechanical model of 
Godzi Ila, just like the origi
nal except better. Nothing 
can stop thi monster. not 

I --------., 

Friday the 13th 
SJpers!1t•o"s peope bo"ove tl' ill a certa n action can �c�~�u �s �e� or 
torete I "" unrala•ed ever.I. Some bel e• e a blaU< cal �c�r�o�~ �l�n �g� their 
path, er wall<1og und r a ladderw I cause b.ld ll!C>i. Fnday and lhe 
number 3 a·o oo:n �~� �·�~�o�c�i�a�l�e�d� w•th bad luck. 

Here's o look al Fr1doy and some 
sup orst lllons. 

�l�l�i�l�i�l�l�i�l�·�f�J�,�t �~ �t�.� �1�.�1�.�1 �~� �1 itit!fili 
Adam and Eve I lrcm g•ace. 

he Flood s:a" d 
The Terr.pio of So'omon lei!. 
Ct-:ns1 was cruC' ied. 

•=m:•mitttffltt.t.flinPEt+l 
Be born. 
Start" now Job. _ t, .--.._ 
Cut ycur na11s . 
\11sn the sick 
S?art a tnp. 
Change the bed linen. 
Open a ne'N p;ay 

Results of su erslitions 
1 Sneeze at the table  a death In the tamily. 

Break a mirror  seven years bad luck. 
Trim your nails on a Sunday-you will faU sick by next Sunday. 
Count graves  bad 100<. 

might have a "numbing ef-

Drop a knife or fork on the floor  corrpany is coming. 
Find a horseshoe or tour-leaf clover  good luck. 
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Attention: Wright State Students 

Got some great party p ictures? 
Need help on a school a ssignment? 
Parents forget what you look like? 

Bring your film to University Photo Center 
In the University Shoppes across from Wright State 

M-F 
10-8 

SAT 10-5 

$3.00 off processing per ro l-1 of C-41 film 

w ith this coupon 

Member KODAK Colorwatch System 

FALL SPECIAL 
10 Sessions for 

$25.00 
OR 

1 M onth for 

$39.00 
Just 5 minutes from Wright 

Stale and Wright Pall. 

95 E. Dayton-Yellow 
Sp rings Rd. 
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peoples saviors, but find 
themselves hunted by these 
aliens. 

When the archaeologists 
finally reach the magical 
shrine and unlock the an
cient secret, the powerful 
monster King Seeser (an 
overgrown puppy with a 
green gem stuck in his fore
head nses out of the sea
side rock to fight 

space rays from his eyes, 
orange lightning bolts from 
his tummy, rockets from his 
fingers, and bullets from his 
knees? Well watch Godzilla 
Vs. Mechagodzilla and see 
for yourself. 

Godzilla Vs. 
Mechagodzilla is unbe
lievably silly. The monsters 
are often cute and the spe
cial effects are so bad that 

Harpool said he became 
interested in regulating 
videotape rentals after a St. 
Loui woman told him she 
caught her 10- and 13-year
old ons watching "I Spit on 
Your Grave," which the 
children rented al a grocery 
store. 

either Harpool nor 
Mescher could cite any vio
lent behavior caused by 
watching a violent movie, 
but Harpool said studies 
have determined that 
"people who watch (such 
movies) tend to be more 
aggressive and violent." 

Mescher said repeated 
exposure to "slasher" films 

was funny). The only prob
lem with this movie is that 
the writers tried to make it 
too deep. They tried to make 
a real movie out of a cult 
idea, and it just did not work. 
While I enjoyed some of 
what they did, I felt cheated 
at the end; I had not seen 
enough scenes of monsters 
stomping miniature models. 
But even with that one fl aw, 
it is a good cult video and 
well worth watching. 

In the realm of new and 
upcoming releases, Dream 
Team, Major League, and 

see "Videos " page 7 

feet•- on young people so that 
"thing are 1.ot shocking to 
them when they should be 
h king.' 

In Liberty, Mo., Roy 
Ragland, owner ofAardvark 
Video, said he is cautious 
about his rental customers. 

" Ve do not rent hard
core horror films to younger 
children, · he said. "Your 6
year-old son i · not going to 
come i11 here and rent 'Fri
day the 13th' from us." 

see "Films" page 7 

By RICH WARREN 

Staff Writer 
There are many types of 

video , but I would like to 
put all of them into one of 
two groups. The first group 

ce when flipping through 
television at around 3 a.m. 
Even though most of us 
would not pay the money to 
see these shows at the movie 
theaters, their names arc 
known to us all. The e are 

ahead of kung-fu movies
must be that chubby green 
guy, Godzi lla. While all 
Godzilla movie's are e sen
tially the same, an excuse 
for some special effects 
crew to de troy thou ands 

even the original Godzilla. 
But as these aliens try to 
stomp Tokyo to the ground, 
a group of archaeologists 
then rush to Okina·.va to 
solve the mystery of this 
legend and release the 

Mechagodzilla-and is 
quickly joined by Godzilla 
himself. But can mere flesh 
and bone defeat a monster 
made of space titanium
especially if the monster can 
shoot rain bow colored 

they are amusing. The sci
entists are constantly jump
ing to conclusions and the 
peoples' voices do not 
match up with their lips (all 
right, that may be a low form 
of humor, but I thought it 


