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Eco's new novel is a complicated journey

ics or 
; from ByJAY PARINI 
class. e1989 USA TODAY I Apple 
�o �n �,�~� Coffege Information Network 
nablc. Umberto Eco tormed the 
· your li terarY world with hi fir t 
1• ibi\. novel, The Name of the Rose 
at lhe (1983), clling m re than 
womb nine milli n pie w rld
lS life wide.S t in m dieval m n
n Lh r �~ �I�U�Y� in n rthem Italy , th t 

cidc cxiraordinary n vcl �~� tur d 
nt, lhc 11 Engl i h m nk-d t ti e 
thana calledWilliam fBa kervi llc 

(with hades of Sherlock 
Holmes intended). Full of 

· of us �~�t�e� lore about every-
of lhe dling from Aristotle's poetics 

or the M> tbe illu mination of medie
stof us Yll manuscripts, it was hardly 
is wiili 11 easy read. 
logical Now comes Foucault's 
o, how Pendulum, (Translated from 
:r what Ille Itali an by William 

Weaver; Harcourt Brace ichem. High and low culture the Kni ghts Templars, a papal have one thing in common: a 
J vanovich/Helcn and Kurt mix and mingle with dazzling order of crusaders who went de ire to harness the earth's 
Wolff; S22.95; 641 pp.) a e c a our narrator, Ca au underground after their telluric currents. Thi har
novel that make Um bcrto bon (named after a tedious downfall in the 14th century. ne ing will enable them to 
Eco' previous b k ecm cholar in George Eli ot' They li ghtheartedly begin to control the world. 
lik e " Heidi. " For a tart, Eco " Middlcmarch"), meanders decode the me age, feeding 

Only a computer can un

p d f • J b t d• t• der tand the complexities ofF OUCllll It' S en U um IS an e a Ora e me 1ta 100 all thi hocus-pocu, as thi 

b• • th t h h wittily encoded c mputer 
00 th e IZ3ffe energteS 3 llffi3 n S 3 fil eSS • • • print out ugge ts: " IBM: 

Lt. Univcr ity of B 1 gna 
gin the novel with aqu ta

lion in Hebrew, if to say: 
"All right, reader. I dare 
you! " 

This novel is immensely 
complicated and deeply allu
sive. Eco refers in passing to 
everything from the Torah to 
Tom and Jerry, Darwin, the 
Beatles, and Sholom Ale

�~ �~�2� Rock music ratings discussed �
. By CHUCK DARROW 

ttuauon 
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'This is not censor hip. That s not what I'm about, not 
... what this is about." , So insists 27-year-old Tom Marchione of Penndel, Pa., 

lUblisher of the new monthly newsletter, the Rock Rating 
y much Report 
.id. "I'm not against popular music - I'm a musician my
)rt took llf. Andl'mopposedtoanykindofcen orship,andlhaveno 
h came �~ �i�a�l� or political agenda." 

�~� cal f Instead, said Marchione, he' simply fillin g a need for an 
m .0 'unbiased" view of rock ,n' roll , omething parents can use to 

j by' �~ �t�h�e�m� know what influences are at work on their childrens' 
'5)'ches. 

I talking "I will be blunt and say I do believe.in censorship within 
tchs re t family. I believe parents have the right to censor what their 

1 know, '*ik1 watches. 
.undwas �"�~�'�m� not the one doing the censoring. It's up to (parents) 

. bdecide what's censorable and what's not" 
n �h�a�v�~�~� . To help parents make those kinds of calls, Marchione 
id we tvised the Rock Rating Report and its IO-category judging 
ne of us by which he reviews the rock videos screened on MTV 
�~�s �l�h�c�t�i�z�e� similar outlets. 
ing too . For each of the video clips included in the Report, there 

•awritten analysis ofa video's content and a numerical chart 
cd open· *at tracks scores in avariety of categories from violence and 

. txual content to grammar and appearance of the musicians. 
�~ �r�k�~� Atypical comment is the one pertaining to Great White's 
, Y ' 'Otte Bitten, Twice Shy" video: 

plot. endle craps of information 
Likeitspredecc or.Fou about hermetic and occult 

cault's Pendulum is ostensi conspiracy movements into a 
bly a suspense novel. At its computer called Abu. 
beginning, Casaubon has re Abu becomes the unlikely 
cently taken a job with two hero ofFoucault's Pendulum 
fri ends in Milan who run a as the plot unfolds and a large 
vanity press. A crank by the conspiracy is unveiled. Ac
name of Colonel Arden ti for cording to Eco, all conspiracy 
wards them a tantalizing but cults (including the Rosicru
coded message that he be- cians and Masons, the Jesuits 
1ievcs is actually a product of and Druids, even the Nazis) 

"The PMRC tries to lump good and bad into this big, 
ambiguous category," he noted. 

" A video might have a lot of sex, but it also might have 
a lot of artistic content. I don't think it's fair to lump every
thing into one category and say, 'It's heavy metal, so it should 
be banned. 

"This way, (parents) can see that a song might have 
violence, but no reference to drug use, which might be very 
important to them, or that this video might have a really 
materiali tic attitude, but that everything else about it is all 
right. 

"My job is to point out wbere the negatives come in to 
play and let parents decide whether or not they want their 
children exposed to them." 

An informal survey of some members of the national 
rock scene found conflicting opinions about what Marchione 
is doing with the Rock Rating Report. 

Surprisingly, Kelly Nickels, bassist for the hard rock 
band L.A. Guns, which often writes and sings about the 
sleazier aspects of their home base, Los Angeles, doesn't find 
anything objectionable 

" I don' t have a problem with it," he said. "They put the 
ingredients on a box ofCorn Flakes, don't they? People want 
to know what's inside 'em." 

Taking the counterpoint, however, was Brian Kushner, 
whose Pennsauken, NJ.-based Power Star Management 
handles the career of the "glam-rock" band Britny Fox. 

"If a video gets a low rating, parents are going to think 
their kids shouldn't see it," he said . 

le u Babbage Mundi, le um 
Binarium Magnificamur. 
AMDG: Ad Maiorem Dei 
Gloriam? Not on your life! 
Ars Magna, Digitale Gau
dium. IHS: Iesus Hardware & 
Software!" 

The conspirators, who arc 
ominously referred to 
throughout the novel as They, 
believe that Casaubon and his 
friends have hit upon the 
great secret, and the mobi

- wh tea he. mt u at Lhr ugh a t rtu u 

.age 1 "Great White proves itself to be yet another hard rock 
whose message is nothing more than 'sex and rock ' n' 

.''Once Bitten, Twice Shy' is an anthem in veneration of 
between members of touring rock bands and young 

&roupies. ' ,, 
In his review of "Glamour Boys" he castigates the 

bers of Living Colour for their "somewhat bizzare" 
i.ng and hairstyles, and also gives the song demerits for its 
1nent use of the grammatically incorrect phrase "I ain't 
" 

. But Marchione, who holds engineering degrees from 
ton and Penn State universities, also gives credit. 
In his notes on Elvis Costello's "Veronica" video, he 

the British singer-songwriter for demonstrating the ·· 
, t and maturity of an artist in his prime," and lauds the 
s "sensitive camera work and thoughtful editing." 
That, said, Marchione, is where he differs from the more 

ined types like Tipper Gore and members of her Par
�~�u�s�i�c� Resource Center (PMRC), who advocate both 
.Ing labeling and outright banning of certain groups and 
c. 

"But what happens on Sunday when the kids watch the 
cheerleaders at the football games? 

"They shouldn't be rating videos. They should just let 
them be."  �~� 

A subscriptions to the Rock Rating Report is $14.95 for 
12 issues. To subscribe, send a check for the amount to Rock 
Rating Report, PO Box. P-91, Penndel, Pa. 19047. 
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li ze in Paris in the room hous
ing the fam us pendulum 
created by the 17th-century 
physicist Fouc ult to demon
strate the rotation of the earth. 
I will not give the game away, 
but Eco' climax i thrilling. 

Still , nobody pi king up 
thi novel will mi take it for a 
conventional thrill er. Fou
cault' s Pendulum i an elabo
rate meditation n the bizarre 
cnergic that human harness 
in the scilrch for meaning. It is 
a vast compendium of infor
mation about everything 
from computer technology to 
the invention of the calendar. 
It is alSo a brilliant novel 
about the hazards of intellec
tual overreaching and the im
possibility of achieving de
finitive answers to the ques
tions that beset us all. 

Wednesday, Nov. 15. �
James Bond appears in A View to a �
Kill in the Rat at 5. �
Thursday, Nov. 16. �
Bond is back On Her Majesty's Secret �
Service at 8 in the Rat . �
Friday, Nov. 17. �
The third Bond movie this week is The �
Living Daylights and w ill be shown at �
11 :30 am in the Rat. Tonight at 8 Bill 
Cosby is goingto be atthe U.D. a rena . 
Saturday, Nov. 18. 
University Choir Concert in the C rea
tive Arts Center Theatre at 8. Admis
.sion is free. 
Monday, Nov. 20. 
Scrooged will be shown at 3 in the 
Rat. 


