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Summary 



Summary ofInterviews 

with Francis and Cheryl Wyatt 


Francis (Fran) and Cheryl Wyatt met in the Air Force band, where they both 
worked as professional musicians. Both shared natural musical abilities. Both are 
energetic, gregarious, talented and likeable people. Fran is black. Cheryl is white. 

Today Fran and Cheryl are happily married with two young adopted children. 
They live in Ginghamsburg, Ohio. Their story is one which is at once common and 
extraordinary, for they have not only the normal adjustments of marriage to overcome; 
they have the pressures of societies' hesitant acceptance of interracial marriage 
hampering their own marital interracial difficulties. 

The following documentary was undertaken as part of the requirements of a 
graduate study program at Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio. 

Cheryl Wyatt was born in Michigan, near Detroit, to working class parents. She 
always liked music, a factor that influenced her life in many ways. The family view of 
blacks in general, and interracial marriage in particular was not one of tolerance, indeed 
Cheryl's father has not met her husband to this day (to date, 13 years after they were 
married). Cheryl's father showed more tolerance of gays than other races, and on many 
occasions told Cheryl and her sisters that if they married a black they could never come 
home. 

Fran Wyatt grew up in Illinois. As a child, his life revolved around music. He 
enrolled in many music classes just to be able to play an instrument. Fran's family 
shared his love of music, with mother and sisters all being musically inclined. After his 
parents separated, his mother still saw to it that Fran was encouraged to continue his 
training. This talent for music lead Fran to competitions all across the nation. This same 
travel also exposed Fran to the still-lingeling face of prejudice. In Birmingham Fran was 
harassed as he traveled by bus to a competition. 

Fran's competition honed his talent into a winning style, gaining him national 
recognition when he was only thirteen. After two years of college Fran tried out for the 
Air Force band, and was accepted on the first test. The band presented Fran with a lot of 
travel, a lot of free time, and a chance to meet his future bride. 

Cheryl tried out for the Air Force band immediately after high school and was 
accepted after her first tryout. She has had no voice lessons, has indeed relied on her 
natural talent as a singer all her life. Her life in the band met with the challenge ofbeing 



young and in need of a focus, according to her she "did a lot of crazy stuff' and yet 
during that time met her future husband. 

Today Fran works at Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church, where he is 
Director ofMusic. (see the web page copy overleaf) he also started an annual Paul 
Lawrence Dunbar Appreciation event which annually awards the Dunbar Award to 
deserving persons. This years award included contributions amounting to over $25,000. 

Today Cheryl sings professionally and is the mother to two bright and active 
adopted children. She and Fran home school to better meet the needs of their children. 
According To Cheryl, "the good life is where I am right now ... " 

The following interviews are recorded in both audio and video. The transcripts 
are included in this booklet. The story ofFran and Cheryl's marriage and subsequent life 
together is one that will give the reader a deep look into a successful interracial marriage. 
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Fran Wyatt 

Music Director 

Meet Fran: 

Our own Lawrence Welk - younger, more colorful and with a passionate heart for 
God, Fran breaks the rules when it comes to music. 

On a weekly basis, you'll find Francis Drake Wyatt Jr. researching great, albeit 
non-traditional music for worship, creating the alTangements, rehearsing with the 
band and touching the lives of many with what he feels is God's greatest gift ­
music. He loves restoring hymns to a greater glory and is often found on his 
computer re-working music to modem day taste. Fran loves the fact that 
technology allows him to do things that fmancially, would not have been possible 
3-4 years ago. With five years under his belt at Ginghamsburg as a musician, band 
leader and now Director of Music, Fran is constantly looking for ways to glorify 
God through music. 2001 brought about the 1 st concert with the Ginghamsburg 
Band, called The Dance, and subsequent release of the band's 1st CD - The Felt 
Need. Fran is married to an extremely talented and witty spouse who offers her 
voice and heart often from the stage. 

There is no other place in the world where Fran would be, yet continues to 
keep his percussive edge by traveling with the Top Brass Chamber group. Last 
year, they toured Bosnia and traveled the United States sharing their talents with 
the world. He spent 10 years with the Air Force Band, and has traveled with such 
greats as Michael Brecker, Arturo Sandavol and Joe Henderson. A big bowl of 
pasta, the latest copy of Electronic Musician and Black Entrepreneur magazines 
with a little country music playing in the background would signal the perfect day 
for this man. 

Copyright © 2001 Ginghamsburg Church. A ll rights reserved. ~,t aff 
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Suggested Video on Inter-Racial Marriage 

Title: Story of a People, Volume One 

Subject: Interracial Relationships 

Comments: A collection of interviews with interracial couples together with others 
around them. Presents both positive and negative viewpoints. 

Hosted by Louis Gossett, Jr. 



HST 685 �
Steve Glazier �

Quality ofLife Questions Asked During Interview �

Interview with Cheryl Wyatt 

016 
Steve: "When you were younger what did you want to do with your life, did you have 

any over-riding ambition that you wanted to do?" 
Cheryl: "I never, we never really were taught to aspire past high school. So my goal was 

to graduate high school and that's about as far as I ever, I thought once I graduated 
high school that was it, I never really thought past that. I never, we never were really 
were taught to think past that. Our parents never went to college, my dad went to the 
navy young, he was, he graduated when he was in the navy, at that time you could go 
in and then graduate, so, he was pretty young. And he met my mother and she was 
pretty young, they got married, and she had four kids in five years, by the time she 
was thirty-two they had all these children, we were never taught to want anything 
more than .. . it was just unnatural to them. Talk about going to college you just, 
nobody in our family had." 

431 
Steve" "So, what does the future look like for you?" 
Cheryl: "The future, right now, doesn't look like it's on a straight path. It feels like it's 
going somewhere, but I don't see the end of the road. I don't know where that ends. I 
believe that God's growing us in places that ... I didn't... He was kinda sneaky and He 
was growing us. My husband was talking about going to seminary and getting stronger 
in our work and getting stronger in our faith. We'd like to be able to home school, first 
ofall, that's practical for us, and put our children in a school that is feeding them. Music 
will always ofour lives. It's a love/hate relationship. I love it when I'm doing it and at 
times I hate it when I'm doing it. It's like an addiction; I can't seem to put it down. 
That's the way it is for both ofus. I have caught my husband in the studio in our house 
writing music 'til the sun comes up ... with his eyes shut and he can't even crawl anymore. 
It's like flipping the remote .. . you just can't stop doing it. 

446 
Steve: "That's interesting. What's your idea ofa good life?" 
Cheryl: "That's funny! I was thinking of that today because I heard a song on the radio 
today called the "Good Stuff" The good life to me, my goal in life, is to raise children 
that want to be around me when I am old. The bad life was what's behind me. There's 
good behind me and there will be bad ahead ofme, but I feel like I'm such a different 
person now because I have lived through it and survived it. I survived all that and came 



out the other side. I don't feel like a victim, I'm a survivor of my own abuse. God has 
seen me through, and he's going to take me places that are going to be really really scary 
for me. I know His will isn't always comfortable, but I can always trust it. So, the good 
life is where I am right now. In a little bit of chaos, with family around me that loves me. 

Interview with Francis Wyatt 

083 
Steve: "When you were younger did you have any desire what you wanted to do with 

your life?" 
Fran: "Yeah, I wanted to be a big star. I thought I'd be playing drums with ... I don't 

know who, but really I thought that music was for me. I thought I would be traveling 
and touring, that type of thing, that's what I really wanted to do apart from my really 
young age. I love computers too. I tried to move back and forth from that and 
computer science, but at that time if I had had my rathers, it would have been music. 
That's pretty much what I've done." 

345 

Steve: What's the future look like? 

Fran: What's the future look like ... 
Steve: Where would you like to be, what would you like to be doing, what would you 

like to achieve? 
Fran: It used to be .. . if you had asked me five years ago, it would have been 'within the 

next two years, I want to be receiving my first Dove Award' , if you had asked me that 
two years ago. Now, it's 'I want to be used more by God to speak against racial 
injustice and racial reconciliation and things of that type'. I've even shared with 
Cheryl the slight possibility of politics. The whole race thing is a big issue in my life. 
So if there's anything right now that I could think of that I would want to do, it would 
be to just all ofwho I am to confront that issue. For whatever reason, I realize that 
my whole life has always been surrounded by that. .. just the diversity I kinda find 
myself feeling kinda sad for those who haven't experienced that because there's so 
much out there. So many different things of different cultures that some things in this 
culture you just don't get in this one, some things you get in the Latino culture, 
there's a certain kind of passion that you find there, that you don't find in the 
African/American culture or the white culture. Then there' s a ?71?366 in the Greek 
culture that you don't find in the Jewish culture. There's so much stuff out there and 
I think we just miss out on it, when we don't embrace how God has made everybody 
different. 

369 
Steve: Have you taken any steps to make that dream come true? 
Fran: Recently, I had the opportunity to preach at Ginghamsburg United Methodist 

Church and it was actually the first time I've ever delivered a message of that type. It 
was over the Martin Luther King weekend, so yes, that was my first step. My mom 



always called me "Deacon" Wyatt. I knew that God was calling me to speak, but 
because of my stuttering and my shyness, I didn't know how it would ever come 
about, and I always kind of shied from it. But, I think that weekend helped me to 
realize that maybe what I was getting as a youth is accurate. Maybe God does want 
to use me in that way. Sometimes we just have to face the barriers that we have and 
do it anyway. 

407 
Steve: What is your idea of the good life now? 
Fran: My idea of the good life? Spend more time with my kids, enjoy being able to 

provide for my kids, nothing luxurious, just being able to provide for my family. Plus 
being able to get a few extras that a few years age would have been out of the 
question. To have plenty of time to spend with family, serve God, it's a good thing. 

Interview with Francis and Cheryl Wyatt together 

522 
Steve: you sound, at least to me, as if life is fulfilling, as if you're happy, (nodded assent, 

murmurs of agreement) did you foresee that when you were married, is this what you 
wanted the future to look like when you were married? 

Cheryl: I think when we got married we did, but when you go through the mid.... 
Fran: when you go through the hard years 
Cheryl: the mid section; the drinking part; the partying; the almost splitting; and ... 
Fran: been through it all 
Cheryl: and coming back together; you realize what it's worth; that you've got to plant a 

tree and wait years to see the fruit. 


